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BARMPETAKI ANGELIKI

Data protection : a still developing area in the EU legal order.

Data protection is undoudtedly a still developing area in the EU legal order. As a legal concept
that has undergone gradual and significant transformation throughout the years, it is inevitable
that it remains unaffected by the emergence of new technologies as well as of the constantly
growing tech industry. The vast volume of personal data collected, stored and processed in the
arena of big Tech companies not only necessitated the introduction of the General Data Pro-
tection Regulation, namely the GDPR, in 2016 and its enforcement in 2018, but also created
the urgent need for a better understanding of the respective terms and notions therein. Data
users must implement specific rules and respect certain principles, so as to safeguard GDPR
compliance. Vice versa, data subjects need to be aware of their rights, understand their content
and learn how they can protect their personal data at stake. In this vein, a comprehensive anal-
ysis of the compliance and the legality context of the General Data Protection Regulation, to-
gether with the relevant caselaw up until now, seems more than essential. Albeit being a bat-
tlefield of notions, interpretations and opinions regarding its legal value and effectiveness, the
Regulation (EU)2016/679 should be considered not as a pivotal turning point in the history of
data protection law, but rather as a dynamic galvanization to an already expressed intended
direction. In conclusion, despite having both strengths and weaknesses, this piece of data pro-
tection legislation is unquestionably the most ambitious, challenging and influencing attempt
thus far to safeguard data subjects’ rights in the digital age.

DALIANI FOTEINI

Combating drug trafficking at sea: legal frameworks and practical applications

Drug trafficking is a global illegal trade involving the cultivation, production, distribution, and
sale of substances prohibited by drug laws. The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime
(UNODC) monitors and researches illicit drug markets, with drug trafficking being a key focus.
Globally, 340 tons of heroin are consumed annually, while 430-450 tons enter the market. Of
this, 380 tons originate from Afghan opium, trafficked mainly via the Balkan route (through Iran,
Turkey, Greece, and Southeast Europe) and the northern route (through Central Asia to Russia),
generating billions in revenue. Cocaine trafficking primarily affects North America and Europe,
with sea routes being the main transit channels. The dissertation explores the legal frameworks
addressing drug trafficking at sea. Starting with the 1982 UN Convention on the Law of the Sea,
it examines regional treaties and the practical application of these frameworks. Key instruments
like the UN Convention Against lllicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs promote international collabora-
tion, criminalization of drug-related activities, and asset confiscation. Flag states play a crucial
role but face challenges due to weak legal systems. Effective responses require strengthening
maritime security, enforcing legal frameworks, enhancing law enforcement capabilities, and ad-
dressing underlying causes of illicit maritime activities to ensure long-term global security and
prosperity.



KARKALETSI ANGELIKI

The role of national courts and competitors in the enforcement of EU state aid law

This master's thesis, titled "The Role of National Courts and Competitors in the Enforcement of
State Aid Law," meticulously examines the multifaceted landscape of EU State Aid regulation.
Commencing with a comprehensive analysis of the fundamental principles and inherent chal-
lenges underpinning the State Aid regime, the study highlights its pivotal role in preserving
equitable competition throughout the European Union. Part | of the thesis conducts a detailed
exploration of the functions performed by national courts and the European Commission in
public enforcement. National courts, exemplified by prominent cases such as Commission v.
ltaly, play a central role as custodians of EU law, effectively bridging the gap between suprana-
tional regulations and domestic legal systems. The European Commission, vested with exclu-
sive authority in competition policy, employs a discerning approach to ensure uniform applica-
tion and impartiality, illustrated by the Lucchini and Ryanair v Airport Marketing cases. Part |l
delves into the evolving significance of competitors in the enforcement framework, both in pub-
lic and private contexts. Competitors have transitioned from passive observers to influential
stakeholders, exercising their rights in cases such as Sytraval and NDSHT. Their central involve-
ment in lodging complaints, submitting comments, and pursuing judicial review serves as a
critical counterbalance to governmental measures, thus enhancing the transparency and effi-
cacy of State Aid control. The conclusion emphasizes the inextricable yet distinct roles of na-
tional courts and competitors, emphasizing the imperative of targeted enhancements in both
domains. This thesis enriches the comprehension of EU State Aid law enforcement, offering a
nuanced perspective on the complex interplay between regulatory bodies and market actors.
It underscores the pivotal nature of equilibrium between accessibility and the preservation of
the integrity of State Aid control in sustaining equitable competition and economic cohesion
within the European Union.

KARKALETSI AIKATERINI

Guidelines on State aid for climate, environmental protection and energy

This thesis examines the revised Climate, Environmental, and Energy Aid Guidelines (CEEAQG)
of the European Commission, a key component of the European Green Deal. The Green Deal
ambitiously aims for Europe to be the first climate-neutral continent by 2050, requiring signifi-
cant state funding. “Green” State aid must be balanced with the Union's commitment to fair
competition. The compatibility assessment of the State aid measure with the internal market
has been entrusted to the exclusive competence of the Commission and is based on the Guide-
lines, a soft law instrument that provides the necessary guidance to Member States when de-
signing their national policies. Structured in two parts, the thesis reflects the CEEAG's dichot-
omy of positive and negative conditions, scrutinising the safeguards ensuring aid effectiveness
and compliance with EU rules, including free movement and non-discrimination principles. At
the core of the analysis stands the distinctive role of the Court of Justice, since the Guidelines
must be meticulously aligned with the Court's interpretative rulings. Beyond the Guidelines, the
thesis delves into the Commission's response to the energy crisis exacerbated by Russia's inva-
sion of Ukraine in 2022, which led to soaring energy costs and security concerns. The Commis-
sion, acting as a crisis regulator, employed the Temporary Crisis and Transition Framework
(TCTF), which operates in parallel with the Guidelines, offering Member States the flexibility to
adopt temporary State aid measures to support affected sectors and meet their energy needs.
While effective in addressing immediate challenges, this measure faces scrutiny for potentially
long-term market imbalances, favoring wealthier states, and thus challenging the EU's
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fundamental principle of undistorted competition. The principle of proportionality remains cru-
cial to balance immediate effectiveness with long-term market integrity. The dissertation aims
to provide the reader with a comprehensive understanding of these two State aid regimes, their
reshaping of the state aid landscape, and the risks of their flexible application. Finally, it argues
that in tackling the energy crisis, the EU's strength lies not in loosening State aid rules for na-
tional agendas, but in fortifying the principle of solidarity among Member States, setting a uni-
fied course towards a resilient and sustainable energy landscape

KONSTANTARQOS ALKIVIADIS

Safeguarding marine biodiversity in the Mediterranean Sea : an analysis of the role of marine
protected areas (MPAs)

The Mediterranean Sea, with its strategic location and unique climate fostering rich marine life,
has played a vital role in the social and economic wellbeing of the region for centuries. However,
the marine biodiversity of the Mediterranean is currently under threat from overfishing, pollu-
tion, and climate change. Recognizing the urgent need for action, one of the most effective
tools identified is the establishment of Marine Protected Areas (MPAs), designated zones where
human activities are regulated or prohibited to conserve marine ecosystems. This LL.M. thesis
focuses on analyzing the role of MPAs in safeguarding Mediterranean marine biodiversity. The
thesis is divided into two parts. The first part explores foundational aspects and the international
legal framework surrounding MPAs. It delves into the significance of MPAs in marine conserva-
tion, the application of precautionary and preventive principles, and relevant provisions of the
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). The first part also discusses vari-
ous international legal instruments, such as the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), the
Nagoya Protocol, the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals
(CMS), and the Biodiversity Beyond National Jurisdiction Agreement (BBNJ). Moving to the
second part, the focus shifts to the Mediterranean region, examining the legal framework gov-
erning MPAs, with a specific emphasis on the Barcelona Convention and the Protocol Concern-
ing Specially Protected Areas and Biological Diversity in the Mediterranean (SPAMI Protocol).
Case studies, including the Pelagos Sanctuary, OSPAR's role, and the concept of No-take zones
(NTZs), are scrutinized. Additionally, the potential applicability of the BBNJ Agreement to Med-
iterranean High Seas MPAs is explored. Despite the comprehensive legal framework, the thesis
identifies gaps and challenges, such as "paper MPAs," jurisdictional issues, financial obstacles,
stakeholder complexities, geopolitical challenges, and the impact of climate change. Proposed
solutions include effective coordination among Mediterranean countries and increased public
awareness and participation in MPA establishment and management.

KRASAGAKI ARTEMIS-FERENIKI

Equality between men and women in the European legal order : the glass ceiling and the sticky
floor - a transformation from an economic into a social right

The pursuit of equality between men and women has existed as a pivotal global concern for
many years now, reflecting the shift in societal norms and values. This ideological transformation
has substantially influenced many facets of contemporary life, with a particular emphasis on the
legal framework governing the rights and status of men and women. Against this backdrop, this
thesis aims to explore the issue of gender equality in the European legal order and seeks to
shed light into the evolution of the notion from and economic into a social right. Understanding
the historical context is crucial to achieving this, as well as to grasping the significance of gender
equality within EU law.



KRAVARITIS IOANNIS

Restriction to free movement of persons in times of health crisis

This legal thesis offers an in-depth analysis of the European Union's strategy in harmonizing the
free movement of persons with public health protection, particularly during health crises. It ex-
amines the intricate interplay between EU law, governance, and public policy, focusing on legal
and regulatory mechanisms during health emergencies. The thesis scrutinizes EU laws, regula-
tions, directives, and court judgments, assessing their impact on both legal and social aspects.
It also explores the political dynamics within the EU, analyzing the role of various institutions
and member states' policies. The dissertation encompasses historical case studies, including
past health crises like SARS, H1N1, and the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, to understand the
evolution of the EU's approach. The goal is to provide a comprehensive, nuanced perspective
on the EU's balancing act between free movement and public health, contributing valuable
insights to academic literature and practical policy-making.

LETSCHE - FRIED NIKOLAUS

European citizenship as the fundamental status of MS nationals

This paper explores the complex and evolving landscape of the European citizenship within the
framework of the EU. It originated as an economically focused concept and has evolved to
become the fundamental legal status for all nationals of EU Member States. This paper analyzes
the roles played by Member States and the CJEU in developing the rights and duties associated
with this status. While Member States determine eligibility for European citizenship through
their domestic citizenship laws, the CJEU has expanded its scope through landmark case law.
This paper also examines the tension between Member States' autonomy in citizenship matters
and the EU's growing aspirations for harmonization and coordination, particularly in preventing
misuse in naturalizations. Through a comparative analysis of citizenship laws in the EU and other
significant global federations, the paper identifies emerging trends and potential future direc-
tions for European citizenship.

MA XIAOYING

Foreign Investment Screening and International Investment Law

The surge of Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in contemporary global economic dynamics has
fostered an imperative for countries to scrutinize cross-border investments through Foreign In-
vestment Screening (FIS) mechanisms. This study delineates the symbiotic relationship between
FIS and International Investment Law (lIL), elucidated through a thorough examination of Bilat-
eral Investment Treaties (BITs), domestic legal frameworks, and Anti-trust/Anti-monopoly laws
., umbrella Clause in these contexts. By explicating the IIL's principles of Fairness and Equity,
Transparency, and Non-Discrimination, this dissertation probes the extent to which FIS mecha-
nisms align with or diverge from established norms in IIL. FIS mechanism is justifiable in ensuring
national economic security, there is an inherent tension between the protectionist goals of do-
mestic laws and the liberalizing ambitions of lIL.From exploration of various case studies illumi-
nate how the objectives of protecting internal economic markets and upholding national secu-
rity are juxtaposed against the doctrine of international economic liberalism. The inquiry ex-
tends to assess the impact of FIS on fostering a conducive environment for international invest,
in light of the aforementioned legal frameworks and principles. Furthermore, this discourse ar-
ticulates the implications of FIS on the broader ambit of international economic relations and



the exigent call for a harmonized legal and policy framework to reconcile the inherent tensions
between domestic economic aspirations and the tenets of international investment law.

MALOULA SAMI

The relationship of the EU with countries from the Middle East

This dissertation explores the multifaceted relationship between the European Union (EU) and
Middle Eastern countries in two parts. In the first part, it examines the EU's global role, focusing
on its external relations' evolution and legal framework, as well as its Common Foreign and
Security Policy (CFSP) with neighboring countries. The second part delves into EU-Middle East
relations, emphasizing a strategic economic partnership. It analyzes trade cooperation, devel-
opment aid in the MENA region, and challenges in EU-Middle East energy cooperation. Addi-
tionally, it explores the EU's approach to migration and security challenges through cooperation
and intelligence sharing. The conclusion summarizes key findings, providing an overview of the
EU's global role and its efforts in the Middle East. The dissertation also links to the "European
Blue Zones Project” offering insights into broader stability and development initiatives.

MYTOULA CHRISTINA

Developments in the conduct of armed conflict in the light of new technologies: implications
and challenges for international law

The impact of the new technologies at the warfare and the way International law faces both the
implications and the challenges regarding states and non state actors. New Technologies trans-
form warfare state leading to a new path in which UN conventions, treaties and international
institutions are called to abide by the technological endeavors in order to avoid infringements
of law.

NOACK CHARLOTTE-ELENI

Imagined states and a practice theoretical approach on statehood- a view from Sevres

In international law there are specific debates on legal nuances and the reality of a situation
determined by power politics. The two do not always align, but they are in communication. This
thesis investigates the communication between the Treaty of Séevres2 and the situation in the
late Ottoman Empire through through the lens of practice theory.

OIKONOMOU KONSTANTINOS

The Evolution of the EU's Migration Policy and Modern Challenges

This dissertation delves into the legal evolution of the European Union's Migration Policy, start-
ing from the external borders, then the relevant principles and rights that take effect upon mi-
gration as well as the internal legislative progress between the EU and the Member States.
Consequently, it examines its modern challenges (and weaknesses) as the cause of many Mem-
ber States' re-nationalization of their national migration policies and the impact of such policies
on the image of the EU in the global community as a herald and protector of the fundamental
values and human rights.

PANAGIOTOPOULOU MARIA-ELISAVET

The protection of children in contemporary armed conflicts

After the end of the World War Il, the international community has taken into consideration the
fact that children tend to be the most vulnerable victims of armed conflicts. Under these cir-
cumstances, special provisions in the context of international humanitarian law, international
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human rights law and international criminal law have been adopted in order to ensure the pro-
tection of children’s rights during wars. However, contemporary armed conflicts show that chil-
dren continue to face severe violations of their rights till nowadays. Mass-killing and maiming,
children’s recruitment, sexual violence, attacks against schools and hospitals, abduction, depor-
tation and denial of humanitarian access are the main grave violations during armed conflicts.
As a result, solutions need to be taken and measures need to be adopted in order to stop the
current situation and keep children out of war’s atrocities.

PANOUTSOU IOANNA-NIKOLIA

Underwater cultural heritage on the Mediterranean Sea

This dissertation delves into the realm of Underwater Cultural Heritage (UCH), an often-over-
looked treasure trove of human history hidden beneath the world's oceans and lakes. Under-
water Cultural Heritage encompasses a rich tapestry of submerged artifacts and structures, of-
fering profound insights into our shared human history, from ancient shipwrecks to submerged
cities. Despite its historical and archaeological significance, Underwater Cultural Heritage has
long lacked the recognition and protection afforded to its terrestrial counterparts. This work
explores the importance of Underwater Cultural Heritage, the imperative to preserve it, and the
international legal framework dedicated to its protection. The journey to safeguard Underwater
Cultural Heritage has been marked by challenges and transformations, driven by technological
advancements, and evolving maritime traditions. A pivotal moment occurred in 2001 with the
signing of the UNESCO Convention for the Protection of the Underwater Cultural Heritage,
signifying global recognition of the need to protect and preserve our submerged heritage. This
Convention aimed to bridge gaps in existing international frameworks, particularly the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), by establishing a comprehensive frame-
work for Underwater Cultural Heritage safeguarding. The first part of this dissertation introduces
Underwater Cultural Heritage, underscores its value, and highlights the threats it faces. It ad-
dresses whether Underwater Cultural Heritage can be considered a common heritage of hu-
manity and explores the complexities of its commercial exploitation. The second part delves
into the legal framework governing Underwater Cultural Heritage protection, examining UN-
CLOS regulations and the transformative impact of the 2001 UNESCO Convention. Regional-
level protection, focusing on the Mediterranean Sea, is explored, with a specific examination of
Greece's position as a nation rich in maritime heritage. In conclusion, the field of Underwater
Cultural Heritage presents complex challenges, including jurisdictional conflicts, salvage laws,
and commercial interests. The international community recognizes the importance of preserv-
ing Underwater Cultural Heritage, leading to the establishment of legal frameworks like the
2001 UNESCO Convention. Greece's concerns highlight the need for clarity and the roles of
coastal states in preserving Underwater Cultural Heritage in maritime zones. The future of Un-
derwater Cultural Heritage protection will continue to be a subject of international debate and
negotiation, with the balance between coastal states' interests and international preservation
efforts at its core.

PANTAZI ANNA

The fight against tax evasion as a ground justifying discriminatory tax treatment

The main theme of this dissertation is the fight against tax evasion as a ground justifying dis-
criminatory tax treatment. Furthermore, this thesis aims answer the question as to which extent
the discriminatory tax treatment can be justified in combating tax evasion and other abusive tax
practices. The dissertation aims to provide a comprehensive analysis of these complex legal
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and economic issue and their impact on the European Union's tax policies and fundamental
freedoms, through the presentation of historical evolution, the analysis of the European and
International legal framework and the current legislation and jurisprudence. In particular, the
first part of this paper focuses on the presentation of tax law in the European Union legal frame-
work, the historical analysis and development of taxation, the emergence of tax principles, and
the need for fair tax systems. Moreover, it analyses the principles and rules of EU law and their
impact on member states' tax policies. It also examines the influence of EU law on domestic tax
law and how supranational restrictions are imposed due to internal market objectives, compe-
tition, and fundamental freedoms and it discusses the effect of the internal market on member
states' tax legislation and tax sovereignty. The second part focuses on the fight against tax
evasion and discriminatory tax treatment and the concepts of abusive tax practices, like tax
evasion, tax avoidance, and aggressive tax planning are thoroughly explained, highlighting
their significance at the international and European levels. It is also described the OECD's BEPS
project, the EU's Anti-Tax Avoidance Directive (ATAD) and the administrative cooperation in
taxation as efforts to address abusive tax practices and is discussed how these initiatives can
sometimes lead to discriminatory tax treatment and are in contradiction with internal market
and fundamental freedoms. Furthermore, is examined the concept of tax discrimination and the
fight against discriminatory tax treatment, as well as the criteria for assessing whether a national
tax measure restricts fundamental freedoms and constitutes discriminatory tax treatment
through European Court of Justice (ECJ) case law. Finally, is discussed how ECJ aims to protect
fundamental freedoms, foster an integrated internal market, and balance member states' ob-
jectives in combating abusive tax practices.

PAPPA ERMIONI

The illegality of Israel's occupation under jus in bello and the obligations of International Com-
munity

The aim of this dissertation is twofold; first to establish that Israel's prolonged Occupation over
Palestinia Territories (OPT) is illegal under jus in bello and secondly to address international
community’s obligations to this regard. In doing so it gives a conceptual introduction to the
legal nature of belligerent occupation and Israel's contrasting approach to the occupation of
OPT. It extensively examines the principles inherent to the nature of belligerent occupation as
a legal regime and on this basis argues for an emerging approach of belligerent occupation as
illegal under jus in bello, by inoviking international practice and jurisprudence that supports that
emerging doctine. Furthermore, by introducing the basic tenets of Israel's official policies over
OPT, such as Israeli settlement enterprise and its de jure and de facto annexation of OPT, the
thesis finally demonstrates the illegality of Israel's annexation under the jus in bello. Having
established the basis for Israel's illegal occupation, the thesis examines, as a separate and sub-
sequent subject, the International Community's responsibility in this regard. It states that Israel's
illegal occupation unde jus in bello and the violations of peremptory international law give rise
to international responsibility, and therefore, Third States and the international community must
put an end to the Israeli illegitimate administration of the occupied Palestinian territories.

PARADEISIOTI EIRINI

The (ll)legality of Occupation and the Principle of Self-Determination of Peoples: The Case of
Cyprus

The dissertation provides a critical evaluation of what is an illegal occupation and how the right
to self-determination of peoples of Cyprus is denied and violated by the Turkish occupation of

7



the northern part of the island. This dissertation contends that the occupation of Cyprus is ex-
istential illegal violating the law on the use of force and the law of self-determination. The Turk-
ish occupation is unlawful ab initio because of the lack of a legally valid casus bellum. The use
of force by Turkey had the ultimate purpose of secession or annexation of the northern part of
the island and can never be justified as a legally acceptable ‘just cause’ under the jus ad bellum.
This dissertation also contends that the people of Cyprus, Greek Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots,
as one self-determination unit have a right to self determination as colonial peoples but also as
peoples subject to foreign occupation. The Turkish occupation violates the right of peoples of
Cyprus to self-determination and constitutes a denial of its realization.

PATSARI SPYRIDOULA

EU liability towards individuals due to CFSP acts imposing smart sanctions

EU liability towards individuals, which may arise from acts in the CFSP area that impose "smart
sanctions" on individuals, is investigated. Due to the specific nature of the CFSP, the CJEU has
a limited role in this sector. In the absence of explicit provisions and due to subsequent gaps,
the case law of the CJEU on its jurisdiction, which is based on fundamental EU principles, be-
comes particularly important. However, are the legal bases solid or flimsy?

PLATYPODI MARIA-VIOLETA

The contribution of VAT to the operation of the internal market

The establishment of the Common Market in the 1960s and its later transformation into the
Internal Market in the early 1990s required the development of a unified tax system that could
facilitate the proper operation of the four fundamental freedoms among the member states of
the (then) EEC. The diverging economic and social structures of the Member States led to var-
iations in their tax systems, which posed challenges to the free movement of goods and ser-
vices. Initially, the idea of creating a single fiscal territory for the EEC was deemed unrealistic,
given the reluctance of Member States to harmonize their tax systems, which served as a pri-
mary source of revenue for their respective budgets, as well as an input for policy-making. The
Member States were afraid to give up their sovereignty in an area so close to the heart of their
nations, the area of taxation. It is indisputable that indirect taxes, including VAT, significantly
influence the fiscal revenues, social welfare programs, and the overall economic activities within
each Member State. Therefore, the steps towards the harmonisation of the different tax systems
of the Member States have been a difficult and challenging task from the outset. Still, it cannot
be argued that absolute harmonisation can ever be achieved to the absolute degree. For this
harmonisation to be achieved, one thing is certain, that tax neutrality is the guiding principle,
in the light of which the Internal Market operate properly by ensuring a fair, level playing field
for all Member States and by eliminating any possible distortions of competition between them.
In the present Thesis, after clarifying the objective of an Internal Market, within which physical,
technical, and fiscal borders are to be abolished, an expatiation is given on the process and
evolution of harmonization in the field of Indirect Taxation.

RETSINAS IOANNIS

International Obligations and constitutional change

The Constitution of 1975 is the only Constitution since the establishment of the Greek State
that has been legally revised in accordance with the procedure of Article 110. The essence of
the revisionary amendments, additions and abrogations can be found to a large extent in the
practice of voluntary constitutionalisation of international obligations, i.e., in the choice of the

8



revisionary legislator to include provisions as such or under the influence of international sources
(Public International Law and European Union Law). In this context, this paper seeks and stand-
ardizes the specific provisions of each of the four constitutional revisions (1986, 2001, 2008,
2019) that relate to rules of international and EU law that bind the Greek State. It is concluded
that international law generally cannot and is not interested in imposing formal constitutional
changes, but the voluntary constitutionalisation of international rules enhances the substantial
homogenisation of legal rules and therefore constitutes the best means of indirectly avoiding
over-legislative convergence. The second part analyses the limitation of the power of revision
by international and EU law, both in the negative form (inactivation of constitutional provisions)
and in the positive form (limits on the substantive content and judicial control of the power of
revision). It is concluded that the relationship between constitutional revision and international
and EU law as structurally unregulated is tested by the unresolved issues of conflict and hierar-
chy between the sources of law, while concerns are raised about the limitation of the powers of
the revisionist legislator as an obstacle to the re-legitimization of the constitutional text.

SIMITZI EIRINI

Unmanned aircraft systems in International Law

Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS), known internationally as "drones", have been of great public
interest in recent years either as a highly popular consumer technology product with millions of
sales worldwide that offers impressive aerial imaging capabilities or as an aerial platform that
provides surveillance, monitoring, detection, identification and target tracking capabilities. In
most of the world's warfare hotspots the use of UAS is extensive and their missions are multiple
as in the latest, in Ukraine. UAS have, also, been of international concern for their use by the US
in the so-called global war on terror, where they have spearheaded operations in Afghanistan,
Pakistan, Yemen, Somalia and Syria, where they carry out targeted attacks on people, who are
considered terrorists. Due to the fact that there is no accepted definition that defines the capa-
bilities and types of unmanned vehicles, in the opinion of the author, the abbreviation UAS
(Unmanned Aircraft Systems) is used in this thesis as the most appropriate one.

STERGIOULI AGAPI - VASILIKI - KAITI

The new unclos implementing agreement on marine biodiversity in areas beyond national ju-
risdiction

The high seas are areas beyond national jurisdiction, and as such, they are subject to various
environmental threats and exploitation. The High Seas Treaty of the United Nations aims to
address these issues by establishing guidelines and regulations for businesses, environmental
protection, and the management of marine resources. However, there is a lack of consensus on
the treaty's effectiveness and implementation, and many issues remain unresolved, such as the
regulation of deep-sea mining, marine biodiversity conservation, and the enforcement of fishing
regulations. This thesis seeks to address these challenges and provide insights into the
strengths and weaknesses of the High Seas Treaty.

THEODOROU AIKATERINI

Balancing energy security and environmental protection

The present dissertation aims to provide an overview of the interplay between energy security
and environmental protection within the European Union. Against the backdrop of global con-
cerns regarding environmental preservation and the energy security challenges faced by the



EU due to the Russia-Ukraine conflict, understanding the relationships and potential conflicts
between these two critical concepts becomes ever more important.

TSIGKANOU ANNA

The concept of "workable" competition and its impact on the EU internal market

The notion of “workable” or effective competition is at the forefront of EU competition law and
policy. Whether perceived as synonym of rivalry or salubrious contest for a results-driven atti-
tude, competition is the lifeblood of strong and effective markets, such as the EU internal mar-
ket. Economic theory soon realized the unworldliness of “perfect” competition and embarked
on the search of a more feasible proxy. Against this backdrop, the concept of “workable” com-
petition began to gain momentum and emerged as the economic model of what we nowadays
call “the single market imperative”. Indeed, on the one hand, the absence of public intervention
allows market players to operate on an equal footing and to take decisions in accordance with
the rules of the market itself, nevertheless, on the other hand, when market mechanisms are left
to operate unregulated, they often lead to inequalities in the distribution of wealth. Therefore,
Member States, in order to ensure undistorted and yet “workable” competition, have a positive
obligation to take corrective action as a counterpart to market “automation”. In other words,
public intervention can be seen both as an unquestionable and a questionable step towards
“workable” competition; While it aims to impose obligations of fair conduct on both businesses
and Member States, as well as to suppress and counterbalance unregulated economic power,
however, at the same time some features of this system deviate from the fundamental principle
of democracy, the cornerstone of the European integration endeavor. In any case, being in a
constant search for the ‘middle ground’ between market automatisms and corrective public
intervention, “workable” competition provides the appropriate set of legal rules which will ef-
fectively take precedence over the adverse effects of market concentration, thus ensuring the
so-called competitive neutrality, viz a level playing field for all.

TSIRIMIAGKOS IOANNIS-MARIOS

EU’s Common Security and Defence Policy (CSDP): The road towards the European Defence
Union (EDU)

The present dissertation incorporates an examination of the facets of the Common Security and
Defence Policy (CSDP) of the European Union (EU), tracing its evolution towards the realisation
of the European Defence Union (EDU). In addition to scrutinising the organisational structure,
the legal framework, and the absence of judicial review in the CSDP area, the thesis undertakes
a comprehensive analysis of Article 42(7) of the Treaty on the European Union (TEU) — the
pivotal provision framing the mutual defence clause among EU Member States. This analysis
extends to the nuanced application of Article 42(7) TEU concerning Member States, which due
to their territorial extent and military capabilities, might not effectively respond to a potential
military invasion. Furthermore, the study addresses the alternative of EU Member States opting
out of the said clause in practice (particularly preceding the Russian Federation's invasion of
Ukraine). Additionally, the dissertation draws parallels between the NATO collective defence
clause and the mutual defence clause of the EU. The second part of the dissertation focuses on
the substantial effort of the EU to realise the European Defence Union (EDU), examining
whether this will be achieved by 2025 and if this Union distinguishes itself from another military
alliance, such as NATO. In light of current events unfolding in the Ukrainian territory and in
connection with various external and internal geopolitical factors on the global stage (including
the United Kingdom's departure from the EU — commonly known as “Brexit”) and the existence
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of "hybrid threats" that impact and cast a shadow over the attainment of the EDU, the unyield-
ing commitment of the EU towards establishing the EDU is evidently reflected in the current
thesis. This commitment is exemplified through initiatives like the introduction of the "Strategic
Compass of the EU," primarily aimed at deepening the Union's foreign policy and security and
defence policy, as well as the coordination of the "European Union Global Strategy" (EUGS)
doctrine, to strengthen the Union's strategic autonomy.

VANIKIOTI DIONYSIA

Jurisdictional immunities of state officials : the work of the ILC on first reading

In 2022, the ILC adopted the Draft Articles on Immunities of State Officials after 16 years of
work. The subject has sparked controversy and long debates within the international commu-
nity, as to which officials enjoy immunity ratione personae or whether there are exceptions to
immunity ratione materiae concerning international crimes. The Draft Articles, as they stand
today, have been expanded with articles on procedural provisions, providing clarity for the do-
mestic investigative and judicial authorities. In anticipation of the comments by Governments
and the second reading of the Articles, the discussions continue on whether the Draft Articles
codify customary international law or constitute a progressive development of international law,
which are not at all helped by the diverging State practice. At times, there has been criticism
on the approach of the Special Rapporteur to include additional crimes on the list of exceptions
to immunity ratione materiae or to omit adding other Ministers aside from the Head of State,
Head of Government or Minister of Foreign Affairs in the persons enjoying immunity ratione
personae. It remains to be seen whether the Commission will propose the Draft Articles as a
basis for a binding treaty or keep them as a soft law instrument.

VASTARDI MARIA

The protection of the national constitutional identity in the EU legal order

The present dissertation seeks to demonstrate the main means of protection of the national
constitutional identity of the MS within the EU legal order. Acknowledging the fact that the term
"national constitutional identity" cannot be defined horizontally, the first part of the dissertation
establishes that the gradual integration has led to the creation of a common, European Consti-
tutional Identity, which is reflected in the values enshrined in article 2 TEU. Accordingly, the
dissertation examines the means of protection of the values enshrined in art. 2 TEU that are
provided for in the general principles of EU law, the Treaties and the secondary law, as well as
the fundamental role of the preliminary reference procedure in this regard. The second part of
the dissertation is dedicated to the examination of the case-law of several national constitutional
courts relating to their interpretation of the national constitutional identity and the respective
response by the CJEU, both in relation to matters falling within the scope of the national con-
stitutional identity clause and to those that do not.

VENTOURI ANNA-MARIA

The legal evolution of human trafficking under article 4 ECHR. The development of the recent
case law through the judicial lens of the ECtHR

Trafficking in human beings is a significant problem in Europe today. Every year many persons
are recognized as human trafficking victims for sexual exploitation, labour exploitation or for
other purposes. Human trafficking is considered as a form of modern slavery in 21st century
and treats human beings as commodities in a globalized version of procuring. The actions to
combat this degradation of human rights and human dignity are receiving worldwide attention
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as this phenomenon threatens the fundamental values of our contemoporary and mature dem-
ocratic societies. In this context, the European Court of Human Rights through its developing
case-law puts the foundations for the creation of a concrete and comprehensive legal frame-
work. Article 4 of the European Convention of Human Rights states that “No one shall be held
in slavery or servitude. 2. No one shall be required to perform forced or compulsory labour”.
On this exact provision the Court establishes its reasoning in order to combat every aspect of
Human Trafficking and to impose obligations on the States that failed to protect this right. As
the years go by and the phenomenon incorporates new features in order to adapt to the con-
temporary conditions, it is very interesting to observe its legal evolution through the recent
case-law of the Court. For these reasons the aim of this thesis is to analyze Article 4 of the
Convention through the prism of the recent cases of the Court, as well as the expansion of its
scope in order to incorporate the notion of human trafficking and its different aspects. Further-
more it will be also examined the positive obligations of the States that flows from the Article 4
of the Convention and how they are shaped through the case-law along with the implementa-
tion and execution process of the judgments by the States.

VOURDAS ALEXANDROS

Human rights & (inhumane) Atrtificial Intelligence

Artificial Intelligence (Al), conceptualised as computer systems that imitate human intelligence
and carry out tasks previously reserved for humans, constitutes an integral part of the ongoing
digital revolution, better known as the 4th Industrial Revolution. In this dissertation, Al is ap-
proached cautiously and from a pessimistic perspective. Al can liberate humankind from the
hardship of the socioeconomic systems based on human-by-human exploitation. At the same
time, it can act as Pandora’s box, leading to a dystopian world and a socioeconomic catastro-
phe. Many Al experts, researchers, and investors are calling for slowing down further advance-
ment and utilisation until we better understand Al and ensure its impact is positive and its risks
manageable. The current arms race to develop and deploy increasingly sophisticated yet un-
predictable and uncontrollable digital minds could be disastrous for our human-centred society.
Recent advancements in the field have sparked the conversation around the urgency and ne-
cessity of adopting a new international legal framework with clear rules governing the develop-
ment and deployment of Al, both in the public and private sectors, sanctions and an enforce-
ment mechanism. This dissertation aims to add one more voice calling for prompt and effective
Al regulation. Not any kind of regulation, but rather an international one based on human rights,
which have set humanity at the centre of the legal system. International Human Rights Law has
emerged as the necessary tool to support and maintain human centrism and promote univer-
sally accepted human values. The first part of this dissertation is dedicated to Al for the reader
to understand this new, exciting, yet terrifying technology. It delves into the ontology of Al,
presenting various proposed definitions, the different levels of Al development and the so-
called troubling characteristics of Al. The following two parts present the fragility and vulnera-
bility of the cornerstone of human rights law: personal autonomy and the principle of equality,
as enshrined in the first Article of the 1948 Universal Declaration on Human Rights, the most
well-known international human rights text. The interplay between various individual human
rights and current Al applications is presented. The final part has the form of a recommendation,
arguing that, despite the rivalry with Al, international human rights law, perceived as a well-
established comprehensive legal framework, has the necessary tools to address and mitigate
the risks posed. Addressing the risks posed by Al requires a deep understanding of this emerg-
ing new technology, and Al developers, legal scholars, economists, and policymakers must work
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closely together. No double standards can exist, given the evolving nature of Al. Humanity
should not repeat the mistake it made with climate change. It cannot afford to be confronted
with two existential threats.

WUNSCH CAROLIN

Europe’s Blind Spot - The issue of repatriation of (European) Children from Detention Camps
in North-East Syria

While issues of repatriation have been subject to domestic and international debate, national
State practice has not yet come up with a coordinated approach on repatriation of children
detained in Kurdish camps in North-East Syria. Many States have adopted policies on repatria-
tion of nationals but have been reluctant to carry out repatriation action. Fear of ‘returning
terrorists’ to their territory has led to a slow and piecemeal approach. Considerations of family
unity have been used as a pretext to avoid repatriating children, which has left many children
stuck in the camps for years. Jurisdiction is generally applied by international bodies in a rather
territorial manner, but certain exemptions from this have been analyzed and developed. Using
a set of objective and reliable criteria, it has been proposed to move towards a more functional
understanding of extraterritorial jurisdiction. According to this, extraterritorial jurisdiction can
be established if a number of factual and legal criteria is met. Among the factual criteria figure
a State’s knowledge of a situation, the extent of its control on the ground, the reasonableness
of a supposed intervention, and previous State behavior. Legal criteria are supposed to exercise
a limitative function, allowing jurisdiction only if there exists a special relationship between the
State and the concerned individual. Following this approach, jurisdiction can be widened to
situations in which a State has sufficient knowledge, resources and reason to intervene in the
protection of an individual. Regarding substantive obligations, the situation in Syrian camps
constitutes a threat to life and to the right to be free from inhuman and degrading treatment.
Consequently, European States are under (positive) obligation to prevent such violations from
happening. Repatriation action—albeit requiring action on foreign soil—is the only available
means to effectively protect the children. For this reason, a positive obligation of States to re-
patriate can be established under the ECtHR and the CRC.
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