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ANAGNOSTOPOULOU MARIA-LIZA

Ship Recycling under the light of the EU legal framework

Prior to the earliest recorded ship breaking cases, the vast majority of vessels either suffered
damages caused by fire or other accidents, while operating at seas, or were completely lost.
Thus, the concept of recycling a ship, in order to reuse her parts, was out of the equation. The
present research attempts to underline the importance of the ship - recycling business, as a
distinct market within the shipping industry, which inevitably is interlinked with the concept of
sustainable development and economic growth, which both are to be safeguarded from the
primary EU law and to dive into its International and European regulatory framework, which in
its very essence yearns to combat all of the tremendous and negative adverse effects on human
health, occupational safety and environmental degradation. Moreover, to scrutinize the effi-
ciency, implementation, deficiencies, circumventions of the aforementioned legal frameworks
in practice and to answer to the question of whether there are still steps to be taken for safe
and environmentally sound ship — recycling worldwide that take into account the peculiarities
of the balance of the conflicting interests. The research questions imposed the structure of the
present paper, which was constructed in two parts, each one of which complemented the other,
forming a cohesive whole that examines the ship — recycling regulatory regime, the duties im-
posed primarily to shipowners and the liability regime at International and European level, as
well as the competence of International and European Institutions to regulate the ship — recy-
cling industry. From the joint efforts of international actors, NGO’s and the willingness to pro-
tect and preserve the environment from the adverse effects of the activity of ship — recycling,
two International instruments were adopted, thus the Basel Convention on the transboundary
movements of hazardous wastes and the Hong Kong Convention which regulates specifically
the recycling of vessels. The European Union'’s role as key international actor in the shipping
industry became more obvious from its continuous contribution to a formation of a legal regu-
latory framework concerning environmentally safe and sound ship - recycling. Hence, the Union
adopted in 2006 the Regulation (EC) No 1013/2006 on shipments of waste, while on November
2013, the Union adopted a Regulation (EU) 1257/2013 specialized on ship recycling, partly re-
placing the WSR and transposing the Hong Kong Convention. The main purpose of the SRR
was to ‘prevent, reduce, minimize and eliminate accidents, injuries and other adverse effects on
human health and the environment caused by ship recycling [...] to enhance safety, [...] the
protection of the Union marine environment throughout a ship's life-cycle, in particular to en-
sure that hazardous waste from such ship recycling is subject to environmentally sound man-
agement’, so as to ensure that recycling is conducted in a ‘green’ manner, to restrict or prohibit
the use of hazardous materials on ships and to establish a European list of ship - recycling
facilities. Last but not least, the main objectives of this research are to highlight the key role that
ship - recycling industry holds in sustainable development and economic growth, to have an
insight and a better understanding concerning its regulatory framework (International and Eu-
ropean) in its mission to tackle the negative adverse effects on human health, occupational
safety and environmental degradation and to question whether these sets of rules are sufficient



and efficient or implemented properly, to scrutinize their deficiencies and to examine whether
there are still steps to be taken for safe and environmentally sound ship - recycling.

ANDRIOPOULOS ATHANASIOS

The Melloni saga and the balance between EU law primacy and human rights protection princi-
ples

The protection of fundamental rights constitutes a value of the EU legal order of equal signifi-
cance with the other EU principles, values and objectives, as laid down in the text of the Treaties
and as interpreted by the CJEU. Among them, special reference has to be made to the EU ob-
jective of establishing an internal market and of a common Area of Freedom, Security and Jus-
tice. Despite the fact that within the EU, a sui generis international legal order of autonomous
nature which enjoys primacy over national law in the fields of its conferred competences, all its
principles and values have the character of primary law and are to be respected equally, quite
often those principles contradict and it is then when the CJEU, as the guardian of the uniform
application of EU law, needs to interpret them properly and find the most suitable and effective
way to balance them. This dissertation aims to examine the balance between the EU law primacy
and its expressions, such as the need for uniform application of EU law which pressuposes the
mutual trust between the Member States, with the fundamental rights protection principles. In
the first part, this balance will be examined in the light of a landmark judgment of the CJEU, the
one in Melloni case, and in relation to the fields of law that have been fully integrated so far. The
judgment will be discussed in depth from the aspect of the concerned national court, the opinion
of the AG and most of all from the sight of the CJEU. Furthermore, it will be examined how a
possible accession of the EU to the ECHR would affect this balance, in the light of Opinion 2/13
of the CJEU. Finally, the so-called counter-limits doctrine will be observed, as the instrument to
handle the conflicts between EU and national constitutional principles of the protection of fun-
damental rights. The second part will focus to the areas of law that have a connection with the
EU legal order but however, they are not, at least until the present day, totally harmonized by
EU law. In that respect, the Fransson Akerberg judgment will be analyzed, as the one that clari-
fied the scope of the EU Charter of Fundamental rights. Secondly, the subject-matter of the
dissertation will be discussed in the framework of the so-called Taricco saga, which can be con-
sidered as the continuation of the Melloni saga. Again, the constitutional principles and the na-
tional identity of the Member States in regard of the fundamental rights protection will comple-
ment the findings of the CJEU. In the end, some personal comments and thoughts will be ex-
pressed concerning the future of fundamental rights protection within the EU legal order.

DERATSA KONSTANTINA DIMITRA

The principle of national procedural autonomy in the E.U.

This dissertation explores the transformation of national procedural autonomy in the EU, focusing
on its practical erosion through the principles of effectiveness and equivalence. It argues that
while the concept initially safeguarded Member States’ procedural sovereignty, the evolving ju-
risprudence of the CJEU and increasing EU harmonization have redefined its boundaries. By
analyzing recent developments and case law, the study highlights how national procedural au-
tonomy operates as a dynamic and contested principle, balancing subsidiarity with the uniform
enforcement of EU law.



DIMOPOULOU POLYXENI

Neutrality towards an ‘aggressor’ : a case study of the Russia-Ukraine conflict

The present dissertation titled:"Neutrality towards an ‘aggressor’: A case study of the Russia-
Ukraine conflict" deals with the present status of the law of neutrality . Firstly, the history and
traditional content of the law of neytrality is outlined. Then the challenges posed to the law of
neutrality by the prohibition on the use of force and the collective security system are presented
and it is concluded that the law of neutra;ity continues to apply in international armed conflicts
of a certain intensity and duration and that presently neutral States ought to prohibit private arm
sales with the belligerents. With regards to the violations of the law of neutrality it is suggested
that they constitute internationally wrongful acts and that in oreder to determine whether neutral
States have become belligerents, the criteria to be considered are direct participation in hostili-
ties, causal connection with the infliction of harm and coordination with the belligerent. Finally,
focusing on the armed conflict between Russia and Ukraine, it is concluded that the law of neu-
trality applies in this case, that the neutral States which provide support to Ukraine violate their
international obligations, that the wrongfulness of these acts is precluded by the circumstance
of collective self-defense and that most likely these States have not become belligerents.

FENEKOU MARIA ELLI

The concept of 'risk’ in EU law : the EU's approach to uncertain risks in the environmental, public
health and consumer protection sectors

The European Union addresses risks based on scientific information in order to achieve a high
level of environmental, public health and consumer protection. The Commission relies on scien-
tific risk assessment as a risk management tool. The risk assessment process aims at identifying
and characterizing hazards and, taking into account exposure and vulnerability, to characterising
risks and evaluating their occurrence and impact in probabilistic terms. The risk manager relies
on the risk assessment findings in order to decide whether or not to act and the kind of measures
to be adopted; this decision is made with wide administrative discretion and with the aim to
balance divergent societal, economic and political interests. When a risk assessment yields inad-
equate, imprecise or inconclusive results, measures are based on the precautionary principle,
namely the principle that precautionary action should be taken despite the lack of conclusive
scientific knowledge on the occurrence or impact of a risk. Precautionary measures must comply
with conditions of proportionality, non-discrimination and consistency, and presuppose exami-
nation of the benefits and costs of action or lack of action. New scientific knowledge prompts a
reevaluation of the measures adopted.

KARAGKOUNI KONSTANTINA

Attribution in Fully Autonomous Weapons

The purpose of the present thesis is to discuss one of the current challenges of modern warfare;
fully autonomous weapon systems. Fully autonomous weapon systems do not constitute re-
motely operated weapons and they depend on algorithms and Artificial Intelligence (Al). They
could be described as those systems who after being programmed and deployed they cannot
be haltered in order to prevent an unlawful attack. In such situations, it should be explored who
is responsible for their unlawful conduct. In the international community many different defini-
tions exist and a variety of different terms is being used by states, NGOs, IOs and international
lawyers. Firstly, this thesis will provide an overview of the different definitions and also will ex-
plore both the arguments and counterarguments regarding their usage. This is important due to
the fact that many support that a total ban constitutes the most suitable solution towards the
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dangers that this malicious technology might cause, whereas others have their fair share of re-
jecting this view; more regulation less banning. An overview of their regulation will also be pro-
vided; if they are indeed regulated and if they are not, which framework is the most suitable to
regulate them, what is the international community’s thoughts on regulation. The thesis also
deals with the compatibility of these systems with IHL. FAWS constitute new weapons, which
entail new threats and their compatibility with the laws of war is explored. The last part of the
thesis is divided into two parts; state responsibility and individual criminal liability. Firstly, it re-
searches whether states are responsible for their usage and how these systems could constitute
a breach of international obligations and how these obligations are attributed to the state. The
second part argues if the ‘responsibility gap’ indeed exists, and, -apart from holding the state
accountable- whether all those involved in the production, designing and programming phase
should be held accountable alongside with military commanders.

KATSIPIS STAVROS

Tax rulings in the light of the EU State aid rules

This dissertation consists of two pillars, which function oppositely and at the same time comple-
ment each other. It starts by analyzing the phenomenon of tax decisions / agreements "tax rul-
ings", agreements pursued by multinational enterprises in order to give a comprehensive view
of their content, their usefulness and how they are treated by the tax authorities of the member
states of the European Union. In light of the growing tax competition between member states
and the tax policy which is not a conference of the European Union, the conflicts between the
mechanisms could become complex. Tax rulings are then analyzed under the state aid law and
whether the latter constitutes an obstacle or a solution to the way in which they are applied.
Modern case law of the Court of Justice of the European Union, decisions of the European Com-
mission and conclusions are the last part of the thesis, as the reader is now equipped to be led
to more secure conclusions and to criticize the approach of the mechanisms of both the E.U., as
well as the fiscal and tax policies that member states seek to develop in their cooperation with
multinational groups.

LAGOUROS IOANNIS

Exempting agreements from the prohibition of Article 101(1) TFEU : affirmative and negative
requirements

The purpose of this dissertation is to focus on the positive and negative requirements for the
exemption of agreements between two companies from the rule of Article 101(1) TFEU from a
binary approach based on whether the exemption is provided directly by the Treaty (the “legal”
exception) or if it is provided in other texts (regulations, notices, guidelines) of the EU legal order.
The first basis is analyzed on Chapter 2 regarding the Article 101(3) TFEU and the second basis
on Chapter 3 regarding Block Exemptions, the De Minimis doctrine and Collective agreements.

LAMPRIDIS KONSTANTINOS

Legal aspects of cybersecurity in the context of EU

The research regarding the Legal Concepts of Cybersecurity required first and foremost the com-
plete understanding of the notion of Security from the legal perspective along with Peace and
its subsets State Security, Collective Security and Human Security before engaging the main term
of Cybersecurity. Following that, Cybersecurity is defined from the US, EU and online community
perspective . Also, the international response it has collected from international actors and the
challenges it faces in adopting a common terminology are provided. Subsequently, the main
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issue of the dissertation, the legal concepts of Cybersecurity from an EU aspect are referred.
Firstly an introduction and a brief history of EU cybersecurity policies are mentioned. Following
that, EU competence to Cybersecurity legal acts and the activities of EU institutions and more
specifically the European Commission, ENISA, European Cybercrime Centre and the Computer
Emergency Response Teams (CERTS) are illuminated. Then the Cybersecurity Legal Framework
is provided, divided in 3 areas that constitute dimensions of Cybersecurity. First, the Network
and Information Security is detailed, including the respective NIS directive. Second, the aspect
of Cybercrime and the Directive on attacks against Information Systems is specified and other
relevant EU policies in the same context are provided. Third the area of EU Cyberdefense is
depicted and the works of EDA, EUMS and EEAS and EU policies such as EUCSS for Cyberde-
fense are examined. After the European Chapter, it is the turn of the International Legal Frame-
work on Cybersecurity to be placed under the microscope in comparison with the European one.
The UN framework and acts on Cybersecurity are provided. The contribution of UNSC, UNGA,
ECOSOC, GGEs and ITU on Cybersecurity aspects are assessed in the light of EU framework.
Following that, Budapest Convention under CoE as the international legal framework for Cyber-
crime is referred and is compared to EU activity in the area. Moreover, NATO stance on cyber-
security and its cooperation with EU is scrutinized. Then the Customary International Law on
Cybersecurity, especially in respect of the principle of Due diligence is provided and an insight
on ICJ jurisprudence regarding the duty to warn, the “no-harm” principle and the non-interven-
tion principle and how the apply to Cyberspace is given.

LEONIS SPYRIDON

The notion of direct participation in hostilities in the context of the 2022 armed conflict between
Ukraine and Russia

The current armed conflict between Ukraine and Russia has affirmed that the contemporary war-
fare mostly takes place within civilian population and urban areas, inevitably leading to a signifi-
cant increase in the direct involvement of civilians in military operations. International Humani-
tarian Law (IHL), a branch of International Law that seeks to limit the effects of armed conflict,
distinguishes between civilians and combatants. This is known as the principle of distinction,
which is considered as one of the fundamental principles of customary IHL. According to this
principle, combatants are legally allowed to participate in hostilities and hence be targeted, while
civilians are presumed to be detached from the hostilities and thus are immune against direct
targeting. In addition, under this principle of distinction, the parties to a conflict must at all times
distinguish between the civilian population and objects on the one hand and combatants and
military objectives on the other hand, and accordingly direct their attacks only against the latter.
However, the immunity against direct attack that civilians enjoy is not unconditional. It exists to
the extent that they are not directly participating in hostilities. If they engage in the hostilities,
their protected status ceases to exist for so long as they participate directly in hostilities. There-
fore, during that time they are exposed to direct targeting, and they can be prosecuted for their
unauthorized participation in hostile activities.

MARKAKI NIKOLETA

Human Rights at Sea: Some Selective Contemporary Issues

This dissertation deals with the protection of human rights at sea. The research question is
whether there is adequate protection of human rights at sea, under both the law of the sea and
the human rights law regimes. Part | examines the provisions of the United Nations Convention
on the Law of the Sea that are associated with individuals’ rights and the respective jurisprudence
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of the international courts and tribunals. Part Il of the thesis presents the contemporary chal-
lenges regarding the protection of fundamental rights in the maritime domain. In particular, the
issues of seafarers’ rights in the context of the Covid-19 pandemic, human rights concerns re-
garding piracy and the case of Safi and others v. Greece of the European Court of Human Rights,
are examined. It is concluded that the level of protection under the existing legal framework
cannot adequately cope with the contemporary challenges regarding human rights at sea, and
that there are still many steps that need to be made in order for an adequate human rights
protection at sea to be realized.

MAZIOTI VASILIKI

The principle of good administration in the action of EU institutions

This Master's thesis is the final output of the postgraduate program that | had the opportunity to
attend on the subject of legal studies. Its theme concerns good administration and the conditions
that allow its implementation. Good administration is a much-contested term and takes various
forms as a principle and a right. Those two dimensions were explored meticulously both for the
European legal order and also concerning the Greek legal context. The task wasn’t simple. How-
ever, the European courts decisions allowed me to grasp better the concept at hand, and to be
able to reach some useful conclusions. It became clear to me that the term good administration
is not limited to a “black” (principle) and “white” (right) comparison, but it is much more. In a
nutshell, it is a right that protects individuals from maladministration and discretion, while at the
same time acting as a prerequisite of good governance. More broadly, good administration is a
right that respects human dignity and should be taken into account in every possible way and
especially for the issuing of legal decisions

MICHAILIDIS PETROS

The role of domestic law in the context of treaty withdrawals : BREXIT and US denunciation from
Paris agreement

The state's capacity to make treaties includes both its decisions to ratify them and to leave them.
Despite this, the VCLT makes it extremely challenging for a state to claim that its own treaty-
making processes were violated in order to invalidate its agreement to be bound. A state is not
allowed to address this matter "unless that violation was manifest and concerned a rule of its
internal law of fundamental importance," according to Article 46 of the VCLT. A violation is con-
sidered manifest if it is "objectively evident to any State conducting itself in the matter in accord-
ance with normal practice and in good faith," according to the article. It is evident that when a
State ratifies a treaty, certain domestic legal obligations are imposed, but that this is not the case
when a State exits a treaty. I'll try to shed some light on this matter while bearing in mind current
disputes surrounding treaty withdrawal, including Brexit, the US's denunciation of the Paris
Agreement on climate change. I'll examine at how domestic law differs from international trea-
ties' procedures and what that means for the outcomes. I'll also emphasize the crucial role the
separation of powers plays and emphasize that there are instances in which the other branches
of government can support its withdrawal. For instance, the legislature may enact legislation or
a resolution that demands for the officials to withdraw from a treaty. In contrast, a court decision
could declare a treaty unconstitutional, in which case withdrawal would be a reasonable reaction.
| will then investigate cases of treaty withdrawals that are contrary to national and/or international
law (valid in international law but invalid in domestic law, valid in domestic law but invalid in
international law etc.). At the conclusion, | will make a suggestion regarding how the international
legal order can circumvent this problem or fill that void in the VCLT.



PANOUSQOS DIMITRIOS

Freedom of navigation and the principle of exclusive flag state jurisdiction revisited

The freedom of navigation on the high seas has been described as a cornerstone of the modemn
international law of the sea, for at least 70 years. During those years, it was always accompanied
by the fundamental principle of exclusive flag State jurisdiction, which has traditionally been per-
ceived as only encompassing enforcement jurisdiction. However, in 2019 and subsequently in
2020, two “revolutionary” judgements paved the way to an expanded interpretation of this prin-
ciple, thus restricting the freedom of navigation. The aim of the present dissertation is to examine
these new developments and critically asses whether they are in accordance with the Law of the
Sea Convention or not.

SYRRI ELENI

Pushback practices in the Mediterranean under International Human Rights Law: Mechanisms,
Institutions and Administrative Procedures

The Mediterranean has long constituted a passage for mixed migration flows to access Europe.
Since the 'migration crisis’ of 2015 erupted, a large-scale migration influx headed towards States
located at the external borders of the EU. The pressure imposed upon coastal Mediterranean
States, the multiplicity and diversity of actors operating in the Mediterranean and the ineffective-
ness of mechanisms entrusted with managing the arrivals led to practices resulting in grave hu-
man rights violations and loss of lives in the Mediterranean. The present thesis represents an
effort in examining pushbacks in the Mediterranean under International Human Rights Law, fo-
calizing in assessing the Institutions, Mechanisms and Administrative procedures related to these
practices. The latter interfere with fundamental rights of individuals, which EU Member States
are bound to respect under International and EU law. These practices, referred to as ‘pushbacks’,
concern returning individuals heading to the EU to ask for international protection to a territory
where they are in danger of facing persecution or ill-treatment, depriving them from claiming
international protection to the destination State. Despite the fact that the performance of such
practices involves the violation of several human rights which EU Member States are bound to
respect and that the international community has condemned them, pushbacks are performed
as a continuous State practice followed by non-accountability of the responsible actors, thus
forming the first point of analysis of this thesis. In the above presented context, the need for
establishing effective monitoring and accountability mechanisms, or strengthening the already
existing ones is prominent. The latter leads to the second and focal point examined by the pre-
sent study, concerning the contribution or lack thereof of proper administrative mechanisms and
the related required standards to be met, in addressing the issue of unlawful pushbacks. Apart
from claiming human rights violations before national or International Courts and tribunals, indi-
viduals have to be granted access to transparent and independent human rights mechanisms,
which will operate as procedural safeguards in order to prevent possible human rights violations
in the context of pushback operations and allow them access in claiming such violations, should
they eventually occur. In order to understand the importance of establishing a robust adminis-
trative framework enriched with monitoring and accountability mechanisms dealing with unlawful
pushbacks, the present study considers of paramount importance the thorough description of
the framework and the factors generating the said practices. Hence, after describing the main
migratory routes of the Mediterranean and the relations between destination EU Member States
and third countries of origin (Chapter 1), the present thesis proceeds with defining the basic
conceptual elements of the term ‘pushback’ (Chapter 2). Following, in order to examine whether
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there exists a lacuna in human rights protection concerning pushbacks, this contribution exam-
ines the legal framework concerning pushback practices, from the scope of International and EU
law (Chapter 3). After outlining the general framework, and due to the complexity and variety of
contemporary pushback challenges, this study proceeds with describing the most common prac-
tices during which unlawful pushbacks and consequently human rights violations may occur.
Chapter 4 is mostly targeted in externalized migration control practices and their relationship
with pushbacks. The issue of pushbacks being used as part of national migration management
policies, automatically raises questions of accountability of actors and responsibility under Inter-
national and EU Law, a question which the present thesis tries to answer in Chapter 5. The above-
mentioned parameters create the necessary context in order to address the core issue of this
study, related with the administrative institutions and mechanisms and their contribution in ef-
fectively addressing pushbacks. The analysis commences with examining the fundamental com-
ponents for an effective mechanism to be put in place and continues with assessing the already
existing and/or proposed mechanisms (Chapter 6).

TELONAKI SOFIA

Mapping the Greek seas : Greece's delimitation agreements with Italy and Egypt within the con-
text of the Eastern Mediterranean disputes

The author of the present study attempts to shed some light on the much—conversed issue of
the delimitation of the diverse and conflicting maritime entitlements claimed over the Mediter-
ranean within the context of the Eastern Mediterranean disputes. In particular, this study follows
the developments, which ensued from the signing (and subsequent ratification) of the Greek
delimitation agreements with Italy and Egypt respectively, and how these effectuated the revi-
sion of the Mediterranean maritime map. To this effect, the present thesis composes of five sec-
tions that, hopefully, provide the reader with a concise overview of the tumultuous Mediterra-
nean Basin in the post-2020 era.

TSIRAKOPOULOU-GKLINOU ZOl

The ICC jurisdiction over crimes committed outside the territory of the State Party in question,
in light of recent jurisprudence and international developments

The International Criminal Court, just like any other international court, has functional jurisdiction,
meaning that it can only exercise the powers delegated to it by its State Parties. In this respect,
when exercising its jurisdiction, the International Criminal Court is faced with the dilemma of
respecting State sovereignty over ending impunity. In response and with a view to fulfilling its
purpose of ending impunity, while respecting State sovereignty, the International Criminal Court
has attempted to interpret the relevant provisions of the Rome Statute in a way that would permit
it to exercise jurisdiction, without impugning State sovereignty. To this end, the present essay
attempts to illustrate examples where the International Criminal Court has exercised its jurisdic-
tion over crimes committed outside the territory of its State Parties and then, to justify whether
in those cases, the Court did so rightfully. Thus, following such an analysis, the author of the
present essay concludes that the Court acted rightfully, as in all the examples presented, it man-
aged to establish a link between the territory where the alleged crime occurred and the State
Party to the Rome Statute. Hence, such a conclusion implies that there is a possibility for the
International Criminal Court to exercise extraterritorial jurisdiction, yet only in situations suffi-
ciently linked to a State Party to the Rome Statute.



TZIOTZORA THEODOTI

Women and LGBTQI+ refugees : international protection and legal challenges

This dissertation deals with women and LGBTQI+ refugees’ international legal protection and its
purpose is not only to shed light on the particular forms of persecution that these specific groups
of refugees are subjected to, but also to examine whether the problems faced by these refugees
are differentiated from those faced by other refugee groups. Also, this paper’s aim is to examine
in depth whether and to what extent these problems are related to the gender and/or sexual
orientation or gender identity of these refugees and to highlight the importance of a more inclu-
sive approach to gender-related refugee issues. Furthermore, this study demonstrates that there
is a genuine need for more effective legal protection, which stems from the widespread gender
inequality that continues today. Therefore, this paper attempts a gender-inclusive and sensitive
analysis of the issues related to the criteria and preconditions for the recognition of refugee
status. The starting point of this analysis could not be but the examination of the essential notions
that pertain to the topic of this dissertation, namely the refugee concept as well as gender and
its aspects. In the next chapter of this paper, the legal framework surrounding these refugees
and the extent to which it provides effective protection in response to the particular needs of
these refugee groups are also thoroughly described. In addition to examining the legal frame-
work for the protection of these refugees, a comparative overview of refugee law and interna-
tional human rights law is also provided. Having regard to the substance of the relevant legal
framework and the intersection of gender and refugee law in the context of international human
rights law, this study delves into the analysis of the most challenging and intractable legal issues
and pinpoints the terms and notions that need to be interpreted in a more gender inclusive and
evolutive way, in order to encompass new and different categories of refugees under the pro-
tective scope of refugee law. Last but not least, a thorough analysis of the particular forms of
persecution suffered by women and LGBTQI+ refugees, is also provided. It is the nature of these
forms of persecution that led to the selection of the specific topic of this dissertation, as the
genuine problems and the particularly heinous and frequent persecution suffered by these peo-
ple make it clear that they are in a more precarious position than other refugee groups and, as a
result, require special consideration and legal protection. Finally, the whole analysis aspires to
lead to some interesting conclusions on the impact of the gender dimension on international
refugee law.

VERNIDAKI ALEXANDRA RAFAELA

Moving towards a Legally Binding Instrument on Business and Human Rights: The Third UN
Revised Draft

The international debate concerning the human rights responsibilities of corporations is now
more topical than ever. In this context, in June 2014, the UN Human Rights Council established
an Open-Ended Intergovernmental Working Group in order to elaborate an international legally
binding instrument to regulate, in international human rights law, the activities of transnational
corporations and other business enterprises. In August 2021, the working group released the
most recent revised draft of the long-awaited treaty on business and human rights. This thesis
reaffirms the legal necessity for the adoption of a legally binding instrument and, while trying to
determine the added value of this draft, argues that it contains both beneficial points and short-
comings. It concludes that although the ultimate goal is the adequate and effective protection
of human rights from any adverse impacts arising from transnational corporations’ activities, the
adoption of the new instrument needs to occur, even if it affords the minimum protection for the
victims of corporate-related human rights violations. In this way, the international community will
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acquire a legally binding instrument in the field and this will be proved an essential leap forward,
while at the same time, it can constitute the basis for future negotiations related to revisions or
additional protocols, which may increase the afforded protection.

ZISI PERSEFONI

Climate change and forced migration : the international legal challenges

The protection of the environmentally displaced persons provided by the existing International
legal frameworks and especially provided by the International Human Rights Law and the Inter-
national Climate Change Law, as well as the European legal framework.
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