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Our LL.M. in International and European Law, taught entirely in English, builds on the very 
successful LL.M. Programme we have created in the Athens Law School in the past ten 
years. It is an intensive Master’s Programme, which provides students with an in-depth 
understanding of International and European Union Law in both their theoretical and 
practical aspects. 

The Programme covers a single academic year, in the course of which students must suc-
cessfully complete two semesters of core, mandatory taught modules while conducting 
research, under the supervision of our Faculty, leading to an original item of written work 
in the form of a dissertation. 

The LL.M. course starts on 1st October and lasts until the mid-June. The written or oral 
examinations take place in February and June, upon completion of each semester. Stu-
dents may re-sit a failed examination in September following the end of the academic 
year. The Master thesis shall be submitted by 30 September of the year during which the 
spring semester takes place. 
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Welcome meeting – Class of 2022-2023  
 
 

 
 
A warm welcome to the LLM in International & European Law class of 2022-2023. 40 
people from 10 different nationalities, coming together at Athens Law School in pur-
suit of knowledge and excellence, looking forward to an enjoyable and productive 
academic year! 
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Linos-Alexandros Sicilianos 
Professor of International Law 
Dean of Law School of NKUA 
 
Former President of the European Court of Human Rights; Pro-
fessor of International Law. Law degree, University of Athens, 
1983. Masters degree in International Law, University Robert 
Schuman of Strasbourg, 1984,  Doctor of Law, University Robert 

Schuman of Strasbourg, 1990. Lawyer before the Supreme Civil and Criminal Court and 
the Supreme Administrative Court (on leave).Professor, Faculty of Law, University of Ath-
ens. Member (1997-2009) and Chairman (2003-2004) of the Committee of experts of 
the Council of Europe for the Improvement of Procedures for the Protection of Human 
Rights (DH-PR). Member (2002-2009), Vice-Chairman (2004-2005) and Rapporteur 
(2008-2009) of the United Nations. Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimina-
tion (CERD), Member since 2000, then Vice-Chairman of the Greek National Commission 
for Human Rights, 2006-2011. Member of the European Union Network of independent 
experts in the field of fundamental rights, 2002-2006. Member of the Management 
Board since 2007 and member of the Executive Board of the Fundamental Rights Agency 
of the European Union, 2009-2011,  Member of the Curatorium of the Hague Academy 
of International Law, since 2010. Member of the Scientific Board of the Revue trimestri-
elle des droits de l’homme and of the European Journal of International Law. Member 
of the Administrative Board of the European Society of International Law. Judge of the 
European Court of Human Rights since 18 May 2011. Distinctions : Thesis prize, Faculty 
of Law, University of Strasbourg (1990). International Paul Guggenheim Prize (1992). 
Georges Tenekides Prize (1992). Chevalier de l’Ordre des Palmes Académiques de la Ré-
publique française (2006). Doctor honoris causa of the University of Galaţi, Romania 
(2019). Doctor honoris causa of the University of Paris 2 Panthéon-Assas (2021). Ordre 
National de la Légion d'Honneur (2021). Grand Commander of the Order of the Re-
deemer (2022). Vice-President of the Institute of International Law (2023). 
 
 

 
Maria Gavouneli 
Professor of International Law 
Director of “LLM in International and European Law” 
 
LL.B. (Honours) (Athens), LL.M. (Cantab), Ph.D. (Cantab) (Paul 
Guggenheim Prize). Director, Refugee & Migration Studies Hub 
– RMS Hub, National & Kapodistrian University of Athens. Di-

rector General, Hellenic Foundation for European & Foreign Policy – ELIAMEP. Associate, 
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Hellenic Institute of International & Foreign Law; Research Fellow, Sir William Dale Cen-
tre for Legislative Studies, University of London (2019-); Associate Research Fellow, Insti-
tute of Advanced Legal Studies, University of London (2005-2019). ORCID id: 0000-0002-
4509-9513; coordinator and member of major research teams funded by European and 
Greek resources; recipient of multiple research grants: Aristeia II, ELIDEK, COST, Jean 
Monnet; research impact: Google Scholar h-index 10. i10-index 10; ResearchGate: 14,67. 
total research interest: 113,4h-index: 5; Web of Science Researcher ID: AAL-6043-2021, 
h-index: 3. Fulbright Visiting Scholar 2018-2019 at the University of California Berkeley; 
Visiting professor and lecturer in several universities and research institutions in Greece 
and abroad, including the Royal Institute of International Affairs (Chatham House), 
Tulane University (USA), the University of Edinburgh (Brodies Lecture), the University of 
Oxford, the University of Glasgow, the University of Manchester, Utrecht University. 
Member of several academic organisations, including the British Institute of Interna-
tional & Comparative Law (visiting researcher, 2000); the American Society of Interna-
tional Law (co-chair of the Law of the Sea Interest Group – LOSIG, 2012-2015); the Euro-
pean Society of International Law (co-convenor of the Interest Group on the Law of the 
Sea – LAWSEA, 2014-2020); the Association internationale du droit de la mer (AssIDMer); 
the International Law Association (member of the Executive Council; President, Hellenic 
Branch); the Hellenic Society of International Law & International Relations (Vice-chair); 
the Hellenic Arbitration Association. ILA, Committee on submarine cables and pipelines, 
nominee of the Chair (2018-); Committee on international law and sea-level rise (2013-
2022); Committee on the legal principles relating to climate change, member and co-
author of the 2014 Washington Declaration on the legal principles relating to climate 
change (2010-2014); Committee on transnational enforcement of environmental 
law, co-rapporteur (2005-2006); member, Standing Steering Committee, Executive 
Council (2021-); ILA Hellenic Branch, President (2018-2022). Author of five monographs, 
including Pollution from offshore installations (Martinus Nijhoff 1995 – Prix Paul Guggen-
heim), State immunity and the rule of law (Athens 2001), Functional jurisdiction in the 
Law of the Sea (Martinus Nijhoff, 2007), Energy installations at sea (Nomiki Vivliothiki, 
2016 – in Greek); Energy at Sea (Edward Elgar, 2022) editor of several volumes; multiple 
chapters in books and numerous articles; co-editor-in-chief: Yearbook of International 
Environmental Law; board member in multiple journals . Greek National Commission of 
Human Rights, President, 2019-2022; Bureau member, European Network of National 
Human Rights Institutions – ENNHRI (2016-2022); Bureau member, Global Alliance of 
National Human Rights Institutions – GANHRI (2019-2022); alternate member, Sub-Com-
mittee on Accreditation, UN OHCHR; Member, National Accessibility Authority. National 
Transparency Authority, member of the Management Board (2020-2023); OECD, Work-
ing Group on Bribery in International Business Transactions, Vice-President (2005-2013), 
member of the Management Group (2014-2021) and lead examiner; Council of Europe, 
Group of States Against Corruption (GRECO), Head of delegation (since 2006) and exam-
iner; UN Convention against Corruption (UNCAC), contact point for Greece (2007-2009), 
evaluator; National Coordinator for combatting corruption, Advisory Body (2014-2015); 
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European Commission, Expert Group on Corruption (2011-2020). Delegate of the Hel-
lenic Republic in the General Assembly of the United Nations (Third Committee); The 
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). Chair and member in numerous com-
mittees of the Council of Europe, including the Steering Committee on Criminal Matters 
(CDPC), member of the Bureau (2007-2011); Steering Group of the Pan-European Plat-
form on Ethics, Transparency and Integrity in Education – ETINED (2016-2019). President 
of the Committee of Article 36 (CATS), Council of the European Union (Justice and Home 
Affairs) (2003 and 2014). Delegate and negotiator in numerous bilateral and multilateral 
treaties, including treaties with the USA, the Russian Federation, Canada, the Ukraine, 
Mexico, Brazil, Iran and Armenia. Advisor to the Hellenic Ministry of Justice, member of 
several legislative drafting committees. Attorney-at-law, Athens Bar; Managing Partner, 
Gavouneli Micha Law Firm. Arbitrator under ICC rules, other domestic rules and Greek 
law; counsel, legal advisor and consultant in energy and environmental matters; arbitra-
tor with the Regulatory Authority for Energy (RAE) and the European Organization for 
Arbitration and Mediation (EODID). Fluent in Greek (native language), English, French, 
Italian and Spanish; comfortable with German 
 
 

Photini Pazartzis 
Professor of International Law 
Director of Athens Public International Law Center 
 
Professor of the «Konstantinos Karamanlis Chair» at the 
Fletcher School of Tufts University, Boston. Member of the UN 
Human Rights Committee ICCPR (since 2015) and currently 
Vice-Chair. She is the President of the European Society of In-

ternational Law (from September 2019) and member of the Editorial Board of the Euro-
pean Journal of international Law. She completed her undergraduate studies in the Uni-
versity of Athens (1983) and her graduate studies at the University of Paris-II Panthéon-
Assas (DEA, 1984; Doctorat d’Etat, 1992, Prix Paul Guggenheim). She has been Visiting 
Fellow at the Lauterpacht Research Centre for International Law  and  at Wolfson College 
Cambridge (1998, 2017-2018), Director of Studies at the Hague Academy of International 
Law (French section, 2003), and has lectured in various universities and institutions, in-
cluding the Universities of Bordeaux, Paris-I, Paris-II (Institut des Hautes Etudes Interna-
tionales), Cambridge, Oxford, UCL, Sheffield, Oslo, the European University Institute and 
the Xiamen Academy of International Law (2015). In July 2018, she delivered a course at 
The Hague Academy of International Law on Reparation in International Adjudication. 
She is Co-Chair of the ILA’s Study Group on The Content and Evolution of the Rules of 
Interpretation. Her areas of interest are public international law, settlement of disputes, 
international adjudication and procedure, international criminal law, human rights law 
and law of the sea.  Principal publications and edited volumes: Les engagements en 
matière de règlement pacifique des différends entre Etats (Paris, L.G.D.J., 1992), La suc-
cession d’Etats aux traités multilatéraux à la lumière des mutations territoriales récentes 
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(Paris, Pedone, 2002), La répression pénale des crimes internationaux (Paris, Pedone, 
2007), The Judicial Function in International Law (Athens, Nomiki Vivliothiki, 2015 [in 
Greek]), P.-M. Eisemann & P. Pazartzis (eds.), La jurisprudence de la Cour internationale 
de justice (Paris, Pedone, 2008), P. Pazartzis & M. Gavouneli (eds.) with A. Gourgourinis 
& M. Papadaki, Reconceptualising the Rule of Law in Global Governance, Resources, In-
vestment and Trade (Hart, Oxford 2016), Nicolas Politis, La Justice internationale. Une 
introduction historique (préface P. Pazartzis) (Collection : Les introuvables, Paris, Editions 
Panthéon-Assas, 2017), P. Pazartzis & P. Mercouris (eds.), Permutations of Responsibility 
in International Law (Leiden/Boston, Brill/Nijhoff, 2019).  
 

 
Rebecca-Emmanouela Papadopoulou 
Associate Professor of European Law 
 
Revekka-Emmanouela Papadopoulou completed her under-
graduate studies at the School of Law of the University of Ath-
ens (NKUA, 1988). She obtained a Licence Spéciale in European 
Law (Institut d’Etudes Européennes, Université Libre de Brux-
elles, 1989), a Licence Spéciales in Administrative Law (School 

of Law, Université Libre de Bruxelles, 1990) and a Diplôme de Doctorat in EU Law (School 
of Law, Université Catholique de Louvain, 1995). Since 2000, she is a member of the De-
partment of International and EU Law Studies of the Athens School of Law. She is cur-
rently an Associate Professor and she teaches EU Law in the framework of the graduate, 
post-graduate and Erasmus program. Her courses include EU Institutional Law, EU Eco-
nomic Law, EU Tax Law, Huan Rights Protection in the EU, and the Area of Freedom, Se-
curity and Justice (mainly EU Migration Law and EU Criminal Law). She was a Visiting 
Professor at the International Tax Center (Leiden) and she teaches EU Law at the National 
School of Public Administration. Her areas of interest focus on the principles and the 
functioning of the EU legal order and its relationship with national laws, the EU internal 
market (mainly issues of free movement and competition), EU tax law, human rights pro-
tection in the EU, the rules on the Economic and Monetary Union, and the Area of Free-
dom, Security and Justice (mainly migration, asylum granting and EU criminal law). She 
is the author of several monographs and articles and she has given lectures in the frame-
work of national and international conferences. . Her PhD thesis was awarded a prize by 
the Hellenic University Association for European Studies (ESCA-Greece) and the Founda-
tion for the Promotion of European Studies, for its contribution to the study of European 
integration. She participated as a senior researcher in the EU-funded projects ELISE 
(2002-2005) and CHALLENGE (2004-2008). She is a member of the Hellenic Association 
for European Law 
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Manolis Perakis 
Associate Professor of European Law 
  
Manolis Perakis completed his undergraduate studies at the 
University of Athens (2001) and his post-graduate studies at 
both the University College London (LLM, 2002) and the Uni-
versity of Athens (PhD, 2008). In 2003, he served as trainee in 
the Cabinet of the Greek judge and President of the Court Mr. 

Vassilios Skouris. Manolis Perakis is currently teaching EU Law in the University of Athens 
as Assistant Professor. His areas of interest are EU institutional and internal market law, 
EU human rights protection law, EU external relations law, Economic and Monetary Un-
ion, and the EU Court of Justice case-law. He is the author of several monographs and 
articles, and he has given lectures in the framework of national and international confer-
ences. Manolis Perakis also practices law as attorney-at-law. He is a senior associate in a 
law firm and he is actively involved in all public procurement and privatisation transac-
tions, advising mainly on EU and administrative law aspects. Furthermore, he is involved 
in numerous ICC and local arbitrations as the Court’s assistant. Manolis Perakis is cur-
rently the Editor-in-Chief of “European Politeia”, a bi-annual journal of European law, 
public affairs and society published by the European Public Law Organization under the 
scientific supervision of the Greek Center of European Studies and Research (EKEME) of 
the EPLO. He is also a member of the Board of the “Association of Scientists of European 
Studies”, as well as a member of the “Hellenic the Hellenic Association of European Law”, 
the “Greek Association of International Law and International Affairs”, and of the “Asso-
ciation of Greek Commercialists”. Since 2014 he is academic supervisor to the Athens 
Law School’s student team in the annual “European Law Moot Court Competition”. 
 
 

 
 
George Kyriakopoulos 
Associate Professor of International Law 
 
George Kyriakopoulos has a BA in Law Studies, School of Law, Na-
tional and Kapodistrian University of Athens (NKUA); D.E.A. in In-
ternational Law, D.E.A. in Political Science, University Paris 2 

(Panthéon-Assas), France; and Docteur en droit (PhD) in International Law, Paris 2 Uni-
versity (Panthéon-Assas), on the subject of «La sécurité de l’aviation civile en droit inter-
national public», which was awarded the Prix de thèse of the French Society of Air and 
Space Law. He has been a Professor in International law at the School of Law of NKUA 
since 2009. Previously, he was Professor of International and Air Law at the Greek Mili-
tary Aviation Academy (1998-2002), member of the Greek Air Accident Investigation and 
Aviation Safety Board (2008-2010) and Legal Adviser on International Law and Air Law 
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matters for the (Greek) Minister of Defense. He has been Visiting Professor at the Insti-
tute of Air and Space Law of the McGill University (Montreal, Canada) as well as at the 
Faculty of Law Sophia-Antipolis of the University of Nice (France). He is admitted to the 
Bar of Athens, and also a member of the Board of Directors of the Hellenic Society of 
International Law and International Relations (2011-2017), member of the European So-
ciety of International Law, the point of contact (Greece) for the European Center of Space 
Law (ECSL) member of the Space Law Committee of the International Law Association 
(ILA); and a member of the International Institute of Space Law (IISL). Since 2016, Prof. 
Kyriakopoulos has been a Delegate for Greece at ICAO, UNCOPUOS and COSPAS-SARSAT, 
and since 2017, he has been Rapporteur to the Scientific Council of the Greek Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs.Areas of interest, for Prof. Kyriakopoulos, are Public International Law, 
International Organizations, Air Law, Space Law, International Telecommunications Law, 
Law of the Sea.  He is the author of three monographs, two manuals and numerous pa-
pers and studies as well as volume editor for contributed books. 
 
 

 
Anastasios Gourgourinis 
Assistant Professor of International Law 
 
Assistant Professor of Public International Law at the Faculty of Law 
of the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, specializing in 
International Economic Law. He is also a Research Fellow at the 
Academy of Athens and a membre associé of the Centre de Recher-

che sur le Droit des Marchés et des Investissements Internationaux de Dijon (CREDIMI), 
Université de Bourgogne. He holds an LL.B. and an LL.M from the Faculty of Law of the 
National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, as well as an LL.M. (awarded with Dis-
tinction) and a Ph.D. from University College London. Anastasios has served in the past 
as Special Legal Advisor at Greece's Ministry for Development and Competitiveness, and 
the Ministry of State, advising on issues pertaining to investment, trade and state aid. 
Currently, he practises with the Athens Bar in Greece. Anastasios’ teaching and research 
interests include public international law, international investment law and WTO law, 
particularly from the perspectives of international arbitration and adjudication, the the-
ory of sources of international law, State responsibility, and normative fragmentation of 
international law. He is the academic supervisor of the Summer Law School on Interna-
tional Investment Law, organized annually by the Athens Public International Law Center 
and ELSA Athens, convenes the Trade Law Clinic project, and coaches the teams which 
annually represent the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens in the Foreign Di-
rect Investment International Arbitration Moot, the ELSA Moot Court Competition on 
WTO Law and the Willem C. Vis International Commercial Arbitration Moot. 
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Ilias Plakokefalos 
Assistant Professor of International Law 
 
Ilias Plakokefalos is Assistant Professor at the Section of Interna-
tional and European Studies of the Department of Political Sci-
ence and Public Administration NKUA. He holds an LLB from the 

University of Essex, an LLM from Tulane University and a PhD from the National and 
Kapodistrian University of Athens. He has worked as a researcher at the University of 
Athens and for the UN Office in Geneva (International Law Commission). He was a post-
doctoral researcher at the University of Amsterdam (2012-2015) working at the SHARES 
project. He has taught at the Universities of Athens and Amsterdam and has been a 
guest lecturer at the University of Oxford. His research interests include public interna-
tional law, the law of international responsibility, international environmental law and 
the law of the sea.  
 
 
 

Dr. Efthymios (Akis) Papastavridis 
 
Efthymios (Akis) Papastavridis is a Researcher and Part-time Lec-
turer at the Faculty of Law of University of Oxford, and Oxford 
Martin Fellow at the Oxford Martin School, University of Oxford 
since April 2016. Dr Papastavidis is also Research Fellow at the 
Athens Public International Law Center, University of Athens, and 

Teaching Associate at the Faculty of Law, NKUA.  In addition, he works as Research Fel-
low at the Academy of Athens, Bureau of International Relations, under the supervision 
of Professor Emmanuel Roucounas, since 2010. He was formerly Expert Counsellor on 
Public International Law at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Greece (2016-2019); Part-
time Lecturer at the Faculty of Law, Democritus University of Thrace (2010-2016) and 
Post-doctoral Fellow at the Faculty of Law, NKUA (2012-2015). Dr. Papastavridis has read 
law at NKUA and University College London. In 2009 he was awarded a PhD in Public 
International Law from University College London.  He has taught public international 
law at various Universities in Greece and abroad; he has consulted international organ-
izations and agencies, including the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) and the 
UNHCR, on international law of the sea matters, and is currently consulting the UNODC 
and the European Border and Coast Guard Agency (FRONTEX). In 2012 Dr Papastavridis 
was the Director of the Centre for Research Studies of The Hague Academy of Interna-
tional Law. Dr Papastavridis is the author of three monographs, including The Use of 
Force in Afghanistan under International Law (Athens 2004), Interception of Vessels on 
the High Seas (Hart Publishing, 2013), The Protection of Shipping from Transnational Or-
ganized Crime (Athens, 2015); co-author of Public International Law Concentrate (Ox-
ford University Press, 2013); editor of two collected volumes; and author of several 
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chapters in books and numerous articles. He has recently signed a contract with Oxford 
University Press for a monograph under the Oxford Monographs on International Law 
Series on ‘Fisheries Enforcement and Marine Biodiversity under International Law’. 
 
 

 
Dr. Theodoros G. Iliopoulos 
 
Prof. Dr. Theodoros G. Iliopoulos is a professor of European envi-
ronmental law at Hasselt University, and a postdoctoral fellow of 
FWO (Flanders Research Foundation) for his project “Quo Vadis 
Renewable Energy Support Law”, which is being conducted in af-

filiation with Hasselt University and Ghent University. He has also worked as an adjunct 
professor of European energy law at the Brussels School of Governance (Free University 
of Brussels, Vesalius College), His main expertise lies in the promotion of renewable en-
ergy sources, energy regulation, and EU energy policy. He has studied law at National and 
Kapodistrian University of Athens (LLB in 2014). He has an LLM in “EU Law” from National 
and Kapodistrian University of Athens (2015) and an LLM in “Law and Economics” from 
Utrecht University (“cum laude”, 2016). He completed his doctoral research on renewa-
ble energy law at Hasselt University, in collaboration with Maastricht University, and un-
der the supervision of prof. dr. Bernard Vanheusden, in October 2021. He has been hon-
oured with several international research grants and awards, such as the GCET Award 
“Young Researcher” for 2020 or the distinction “Wiley Top Cited Article 2020-2021” for 
his work “The EU's 2030 Climate and Energy Policy Framework: How net metering slips 
through its network”. 
 

 
 
Dr. Stavros-Evdokimos Pantazopoulos  
 
Stavros-Evdokimos Pantazopoulos is a post-doctoral researcher 
with the Toxic Crimes Project of the Erik Castrén Institute at the 
University of Helsinki, and a Researcher with the Asser Institute.  
Stavros is also a Fellow with the Athens Public International Law 

Center and a co-Convenor of the AthensPIL Discussion Group series. Formerly, he was 
the Legal and Policy Analyst of the Conflict and Environment Observatory, a UK-based 
NGO aiming to raise awareness of the environmental impacts of armed conflict.  Stavros 
obtained his PhD degree in international law from the European University Institute and 
his scholarship focuses on the legal aspects of environmental protection during and af-
ter armed conflict. Stavros holds three LLM degrees in international law (University of 
Athens, LSE, EUI) and visited the University of Michigan Law School as Michigan Grotius 
Research Scholar. He has been a visiting researcher at iCourts and a Teaching Fellow at 
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the Euro-American programme of SciencesPo, Reims campus.  Stavros has taught inter-
national law, human rights law, international humanitarian law, international environ-
mental law, and law of the use of force. He has published in the fields of international 
environmental law, law of armed conflict, and autonomous weapons systems. 
 
 

Dr. Anastasios Brakatsoulas 
 
Anastasios Brakatsoulas was born in Athens in 1975. He studied be-
tween 1995-2003 in the UK: LL.B. at the University of Hertfordshire, 
LL.M. at the University of Manchester (EU law) and Postgraduate Cer-
tificate in Education (FE/HE) at Institute of Bolton.  Between 2002-4 he 
taught at various colleges in the UK (Wilberforce College, MANCAT, St 
Anselms College). In 2006 he completed the academic recognition of 
his degrees in Greece (DIKATSA exams) and in 2007 he completed the 

LL.M (EU Law) course at the National Kapodistrian University of Athens (NKUA).  In 2021 
he received his doctorate from NKUA in the field of European Union law. His thesis was 
titled: “National Constituttionalism and European Constitutionalisation in EU law” and 
it was published by “Nomiki Vivliothiki” publishers in 2022. All his dissertations have 
been awarded with grade distinction. Since 2021, he is assistant lecturer for the LL.M. 
program (EU law) of NKUA.  He is a lawyer at the Athens Bar Association since 2007. He 
speaks fluently English and Bulgarian and Italian and Spanish at a very good level. 
 
 

 
Dr. Apostolos Samaras 
 
Apostolos Samaras is an Attorney at Law and Research Fellow at 
the Hellenic Foundation for European and Foreign Policy 
(ELIAMEP). He obtained his High School Diploma from the Mary-
mount International School of Rome. He studied law and gradu-
ated (LLB, Law) from the School of Law of the National and Ka-

podistrian University of Athens (NKUA) in 2015, from which he also received his Master’s 
Degree (LLM, European Law) in 2017. Then, he completed his Doctoral Studies with a 
scholarship from the State Scholarships Foundation (“ΙΚΥ”). He holds a PhD (with distinc-
tion) in European Law from the School of Law of the NKUA (2021). Currently, he is a 
Postdoctoral Research Fellow & Teaching Assistant at the School of Law (Department of 
International Studies) of the NKUA, Adjunct Lecturer at the Hellenic Naval Academy (Ca-
dets of the Hellenic Coast Guard), Visiting Lecturer at the Hellenic Naval War College.  He 
is a member of the Editorial Board of the Greek legal journal “European Law”, member 
of various scientific associations, author of many articles and other publications (in Eng-
lish & Greek) in reputable scientific journals. In addition, he is administrator of the sci-
entific website of the Association of Scientists of European Studies. He delivers lectures 
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(in English and Greek) on various topics of European, International and Public law, he 
participates in educational activities and in the drafting/submission of research pro-
posals. His main areas of research are: European Law and Governance, Economic Law, 
International Law, Public Law, Human Rights. He is the author of the monographs: “The 
restrictions on the free movement of capital in contemporary EU law” (Nomiki Biblio-
thiki, 2022, 480 pp.) & “The Primacy Principle of EU law: The cornerstone for maintaining 
the integrity of the autonomous EU legal order”, (Nomiki Bibliothiki, 2023, 248 pp.). 

 
 

 
Dr. Maria – Louiza Deftou 
 
Maria-Louiza Deftou is a Research Fellow at Marangopoulos Foun-
dation for Human Rights (MFHR) and an active researcher at the 
Athens Public International Law Center (AthensPIL) with a multi-
fold involvement in academic life.  She has participated in a num-
ber of EU-funded research and teaching projects:  as a teaching 

associate in the European Union Jean Monnet Module ‘Migration Flows: Challenges and 
Perspectives under International and EU Law’ and as a research and teaching associate in 
the Jean Monnet Network programme ‘Migration and Asylum Policies Systems (MAPS)’ 
(2019-2022). Currently, she is participating in two projects funded by the Hellenic Foun-
dation for Research and Innovation (HFRI): the ‘Borderless Challenges: Redefining Sover-
eignty’ (2020-2022) and the “EU Maritime Security Post-2020” (2021-2024). She holds a 
PhD from the School of Law of the National and Kapodistian University of Athens, a LLB 
from the same university and a Master 2 Research in Human Rights Law from Université 
Lumière Lyon 2. Dr Deftou has also taught international law and international human 
rights law at the School of Law of the University of Athens and published extensively in 
these fields of law. Besides her academic interest, she has also worked for the Interna-
tional Organisation for Migration (IOM-UN Migration) and as a practising attorney at law 
(Athens Bar Association).  Her first monograph, titled “Exporting the European Conven-
tion on Human Rights”, was published by Hart Publishing in 2022. 
 
 
 

Matina Papadaki, LLM 
PhD Candidate 
 
Matina Papadaki is a PhD Candidate at the National and Kapodis-
trian University of Athens, and a Researcher at AthensPIL. Her doctoral 
research focuses on the reconceptualization of general principles of law 
in international law. She holds an LL.M (i) from the University of Cam-

bridge and a bachelor on International and European Relations with emphasis on Public Interna-
tional law. She has been a Visiting Researcher to iCourts Copenhagen (August to September 
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2019) and has worked as Research Fellow at the Max Planck Institute in Luxembourg, as Re-
searcher of International Law, where she was also Commissioning Coordinator and Copy Chief 
(2016–2018) to the Max Planck Encyclopedia of International Procedural Law (MPEiPro). She also 
worked as a Research assistant to (Emeritus) Professor Emmanuel Roucounas in the Bureau of 
International and Constitutional Institutions at the Academy of Athens, and as a researcher in EU 
funded projects in the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens. Matina also interned as 
alegal assistant to Special Rapporteur Sir Michael Wood of the UN International Law Commission 
on the topic ‘Identification of customary international law’ (67th session, 2015), and provided 
legal research and administrative assistance to the 75th Session of the Institut de Droit Interna-
tional (2011). Her main research interests include general international law, dispute settlement, 
legal history and theory. 
 
 

Konstantinos Manikas, LLM 
PhD Candidate 
 
Konstantinos Manikas is a qualified attorney, admitted to the Athens 
Bar. He is an associate in the EU, Competition & Antitrust department 
of Potamitis-Vekris Law Firm, advising on all areas of competition law, 
including cartels and restrictive practices, abuse of dominance and mer-

ger control, as well as on State aid law and internal market rules. He also advises clients on issues 
related to regulatory compliance and enforcement in a variety of industries, including telecoms, 
energy and aviation, as well as on regulatory aspects of commercial transactions and privatiza-
tions. He holds an LL.M. in EU law from the University of Athens (Summa cum Laude) and is 
currently pursuing a Ph.D. on the role of the individual in the EU legal order. Aside from his 
practice, since 2017, he has been giving lectures to Erasmus law students at the University of 
Athens on topics related to the EU legal order. Furthermore, as of October 2021, he is a teaching 
assistant at the EU law LL.M. of the University of Athens. 
 
 
 
Marilena Zacharopoulou 
Secretary of the LLM in International and European Law 
 
Marilena Zacharopoulou is a graduate of the Panteion University of Social and Political Sciences. 
She has been working as a secretary in the legal field since 2018. From 2022, she is the Admin-
istrative Secretary of the Department of International Studies of the Faculty of Law-NKUA for 
the Undergraduate and Postgraduate Programmes and the members of the department. 
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- Courses  
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Programme 2022-2023 

 
WINTER SEMESTER SPRING SEMESTER 

2 Cores Modules - 2 hours / week  ECTS 2 Cores Modules - 2 hours / week  ECTS 

Fundamentals of International Law (PIL) 10 International Law Processes (PIL) 10 

Seminar I (PIL) 5 Seminar II (PIL) 5 

Fundamentals of EU Law (EUL) 10 
The EU area of Freedom, Security 
and Justice: Between Governance 
and Security (EUL) 

10 

Seminar I (EUL) 5 Seminar II (EUL) 5 

  LLM Thesis 15 

3 Optional Modules - 2 hours / week  3 Optional Modules - 2 hours / week   

International Human Rights Law  5 International Environmental Law 
and Energy Law 5 

Law of the Sea  5 Business and Human Rights  5 

Law of the World Trade Organisation  5 International Investment Law & Arbi-
tration 5 

International Air, Space and Telecommuni-
cations Law  5 International Law and Domestic 

Courts  5 

Diplomatic and Consular Law  5 Diplomacy through Experts  5 

International Humanitarian Law  5 Cybersecurity and International Law  5 

European Union External Relations Law  5 Environmental Law and EU Internal 
Market  5 

The EU Internal Market: Economic Free-
doms and Competition  5 EU Tax Law 5 

Fundamental Rights Protection in the Eu-
ropean Union  5 EU Economic and Monetary Union 

Law  5 

TOTAL 30 TOTAL 45 
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- Lectures in the context  
of the Programme  

  



 

 
21 https://llm-inteurl.law.uoa.gr 

LLM IN INTERNATIONAL AND EUROPEAN LAW                             ANNUAL REPORT 2022-2023 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Professor Matthias Ruffert 
Series of lectures for the courses of the "European Law" direction of the 2022/2023  

LL.M. in International and European Law (17.10.2022-21.10.2022) 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Professor James Bacchus 

Guest lecture for the course “Law of the World Trade Organization” in the context  
of the 2022/23 LL.M. in International & European Law (14.10.2022) 
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Dr. Michail Dekastros  
Guest lecture for the course “Law of the World Trade Organization” in the context 

of the 2022/23 LL.M. in International & European Law (11.11.2022). 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Professor Panos Delimatsis 
Guest lecture for the course “Law of the World Trade Organization” in the context 

of the 2022/23 LL.M. in International & European Law (2.12.2022). 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
23 https://llm-inteurl.law.uoa.gr 

LLM IN INTERNATIONAL AND EUROPEAN LAW                             ANNUAL REPORT 2022-2023 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Professor Makane Moïse Mbengue 
Guest lecture on the topic «Climate Change and International Law» in the context 

of the 2022/23 LL.M. in International & European Law, (9.5.2023). 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Charalampos Giannakopoulos 
Guest lecture on the topic "Manifestations of Coherence and Investor-State Arbitration" 

for the course “International Investment Law & Arbitration” in the context 
of the 2022/23 LL.M. in International & European Law (16.5.2023). 
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Professor James Bacchus  
Guest lecture for the course “Law of the World Trade Organization” in the 
context of the 2022/23 LL.M. in International & European Law (14.10.2022)  
 
University Professor of Global Affairs and Director of the Center for Global Economic and En-
vironmental Opportunity at the University of Central Florida. He is the author of the books 
Trade and Freedom, published by Cameron May in London in 2004, and The Willing World: 

Shaping and Sharing a Sustainable Global Prosperity, published by Cambridge University Press in 2018. The Financial 
Times named The Willing World one of the “Best Books of 2018.” 
 
 

Professor Matthias Ruffert   
Series of lectures for the courses of the "European Law" direction of the 
2022/2023 LL.M. in International and European Law (17.10.2022-21.10. 
2022) 

Professor of Public Law at the Law Faculty of the Humboldt University Berlin; Spokesperson of 
the Research Training Group "Dynamic Integration (DynamInt) at Humboldt University Berlin. 
 

 
 
Professor Panos Merkouris   
Guest lecture for the course “Law of the World Trade Organization” in the 
context of the 2022/23 LL.M. in International & European Law (4.11.2022). 
 
Professor, Chair on Interpretation & Dispute Settlement in International Law at the Depart-
ment of Transboundary Legal Studies of the University of Groningen 
 

 
 

Dr Nick Petropoulos  
Guest lecture for the course «Fundamentals of EU Law» in the context of the 
2022/23 LLM in International & European Law, on the subject «Federalism 
or “Federalism”? The United States and the European Union in Comparative 
Perspective» (09.11.2022). 
 
Research fellow at the Center on Terrorism at John Jay College of Criminal Justice in NYC;  

 
 
 

Dr. Michail Dekastros   
Guest lecture for the course “Law of the World Trade Organization” in the 
context of the 2022/23 LL.M. in International & European Law (11.11.2022).  
 
Managing Associate in the Global Arbitration, Trade and Advocacy Team at Sidley Austin 
LLP. He represents private parties and governments in international dispute settlements, 
with a particular focus on investment treaty arbitration and WTO law. 
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Dr. Michail Risvas   
Guest lecture for the course “Law of the World Trade Organization” in the 
context of the 2022/23 LL.M. in International & European Law (18.11.2022).  
 
Lecturer in Law in Southampton Law School, University of Southampton. He specialises in in-
ternational arbitration, public international law and international economic law. 

 
 

Dr. Marco Ferrazzani  
Guest lecture for the course "Air, Space and Telecommunications Law" in 
the context of the 2022/23 LLM in International & European Law, on the 
subject "Recent Developments in Space Law and European Policy: ESA 
Council of MInisters 2022" (24.11.2022). 
 
Senior Legal Counsel at the European Space Agency. He has led numerous ESA negotiations 

of international space agreements, advising on landmark space projects in cooperation with governments and insti-
tutions such as NASA and other space agencies and operators. 
 

 
Professor Panos Delimatsis  
Guest lecture for the course “Law of the World Trade Organization” in the 
context of the 2022/23 LL.M. in International & European Law (2.12.2022).  
 
Professor at Tilburg University since 2013, where he holds the Chair of EU and International 
Economic Law.  Since 2011, he has been the Director of the Tilburg Law and Economics Center 
(TILEC).  He leads the research cluster 'Institutions' within the TILEC Research Programme 

2018-2023 and TILEC's work on standardization, competition and innovation. 
 

 
Dr. Valentina Azarova  
Guest lecture on “The law of occupation in the 21st century” for the course 
“International Humanitarian Law” in the context of the 2022/23 LL.M. in In-
ternational & European Law (6.12.2022). 
 
International legal academic and practitioner working at the intersection of power, law and vio-
lence. She has over 15 years of experience advising social and liberation movements, NGOs, in-

ternational and inter-governmental organisations, governments and other actors primarily in the Middle East and Central 
Asia. 
 

 
Professor Eleftheria Neframi  
Guest lecture titled “External aspects of the Union's energy policy” for the 
course “EU External Relations Law” in the context of the 2022/23 LL.M. in 
International & European Law (7.12.2022)  
 
Professor of European law at the University of Luxembourg since 2012. She is director of the LLM 
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in European Litigation. She is visiting professor at the University Paris 2, Panthéon-Assas and at the NKUA. She is publishing 
in the fields of European external relations, European litigation and interaction of legal orders. 

 
 
Evangelia Anevlavi  
Online guest lecture for the course “Law of the World Trade Organization” 
in the context of the 2022/23 LL.M. in International & European Law 
(9.12.2022). 
 
Evangelia Anevlavi is an International and EU Trade and Customs Lawyer. 
 

 
 

Dr. Rebecca Mignot-Mahdavi  
Guest Lecture on “Modern means and methods of warfare: Cyber-warfare 
and autonomous weapons systems” for the course “International Humani-
tarian Law” in the context of the 2022/23 LL.M. in International & European 
Law (15.12.2022). 

Lecturer in International Law and Security at the University of Manchester and the Public 
International Law / International Law & Security LLMs/MA Programme Director.  

 
 
Prof. Dr. Jan Wouters  
Guest Lecture on the topic “The final frontier? The European Union and the 
governance of outer space” in the context of the 2022/23 LL.M. in Interna-
tional & European Law (9.1.2023). 
 
Professor of International Law and International Organizations, Jean Monnet Chair ad per-
sonam EU and Global Governance, and founding Director of the Institute for International 

Law and of the Leuven Centre for Global Governance Studies. He is also President of KU Leuven’s International Policy 
Council and Administrator of the America Europe Fund. 

 
 
Ambassador Marja Lehto  
Guest Lecture for the course “Diplomacy through Experts” in the context 
of the 2022/23 LL.M. in International & European Law, (3.5.2023) 
 
Ambassador, Senior Expert, Legal Service, Ministry for Foreign Affairs, Helsinki, Finland 
 
 

 

 
Professor Makane Moïse Mbengue  
Guest lecture on the topic «Climate Change and International Law» in the 
context of the 2022/23 LL.M. in International & European Law, (9.5.2023). 
 
Professor of International Law at the Faculty of Law of the University of Geneva and Director 
of the Department of International Law and International Organization. He is also an Affili-
ate Professor at Sciences Po Paris (School of Law). Since 2017, he is the President of the African 
Society of International Law (AfSIL). 
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Dr Charalampos Giannakopoulos  
Guest lecture on the topic "Manifestations of Coherence and Investor-
State Arbitration" for the course “International Investment Law & Arbitra-
tion” in the context of the 2022/23 LL.M. in International & European Law 
(16.5.2023). 
 
Senior Research Fellow at the Centre for International Law (CIL), National University of Sin-

gapore, and an associate editor of the Asian Journal of International Law (AsianJIL). 
 
 

Emmanuel Giakoumakis  
Guest lecture on remedies on the topic of damages in international invest-
ment law for the course “International Investment Law & Arbitration” in 
the context of the 2022/23 LL.M. in International & European Law 
(23.5.2023). 
 
Associate at Steptoe & Johnson LLP in London.  

 
 

 
Professor Sabrina Robert-Cuendet  
Guest lecture on remedies on the topic of the interaction between inter-
national investment law and environmental protection for the course “In-
ternational Investment Law & Arbitration” in the context of the 2022/23 
LL.M. in International & European Law (30.5.2023). 
 
Professor of International Law at Le Mans University. She is member of the research centre 

Themis-Um of Le Mans University and associated member of the Institute of Research in International and European 
Law of the Sorbonne Law School. She is a member of the French Branch of the International Law Association and a 
member of the ILA Committee on Sustainable Development and the Green Economy in International Economic Law. 
She is specialized in international economic law. 
 
 

 
Prof. Dr. Marie DeCock  
Online guest lecture with the title "The government as undertaking: local 
governments (collaborating) in environmental issues" for the course “Envi-
ronmental Law & the EU Internal Market” in the context of the 2022/23 
LL.M. in International & European Law (8.6.2023). 
 

Assistant Professor in Administrative Law at the 'Centre for Government and Law' at Hasselt University (Belgium) and 
at the 'Department of Public Law' at Maastricht University (the Netherlands). Marie is also a postdoctoral researcher 
at the Research Foundation Flanders (FWO). 
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- Athens Public International 
Law Center “Athens PIL” 
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https://www.athenspil.law.uoa.gr 
 

Director: Professor Photini Pazartzis 
 
 
The Athens Public International Law Center was founded in July 2015. It is an academic 
institution that forms part of the Faculty of Law of the National and Kapodistrian Univer-
sity of Athens. 
The mission of Athens PIL is to be a leading research centre committed to the study and 
promotion of international law. 
The Athens PIL objectives are: 
- To contribute to the promotion of international law through teaching, research and 

other scientific events 
- To provide an environment that brings together students, researchers and academics 

interested in international law from all over the world 
- To play a pivotal role in the development of international law through strong coop-

eration and partnership with other academic institutions or research centers, inter-
national organizations and other scientific and social organizations 

The Athens PIL key activities include 
- Expert seminars and meetings on carefully selected topics of international law 
- A bibliographical center with emphasis on International law related research activi-

ties and publications 
- Bilateral and multilateral co-operation with otheracademic institutions or research 

centers 
- Organisation of conferences on topical issues of international law and national and 

international events 
- Training and education seminars and programmes 
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- Summer School 
 
Summer School in International Investment Law 
Athens (23.7.2023-30.7.2023) 
 
 
The Summer Law School on International Investment Law, 
co-organized annually since 2016 by  ELSA Ath-
ens and  the Athens Public International Law Center (Ath-
ens PIL) of the School of Law of the National and Kapodis-
trian University of Athens, under the academic supervision 
of Assistant Professor Anastasios Gourgourinis, took place 
in Athens between July 23 and July 30, 2023. The Summer 
Law School on International Investment Law 2023 consti-

tuted of more than 32 hours of interactive lectures and workshops over 6 days, and provided 
participants with all the essential tools to grasp the key aspects of international investment law, 
while also addressing some of the currently “hottest topics” of the field. The Programme also 
featured a Skills Training Workshop on Written and Oral Advocacy in Investment Arbitration of-
fered by ICDR Y&I. 
 
 
 
 
 

- Discussion Group 
 

 
Professor Martin Scheinin  
Discussion on the topic “Between facts and norms: five 
reflections on theory, methodology and practice of in-
ternational (human rights) law” (26.10.2022) 
 
 
 

Martin Scheinin is British Academy Global Professor at the Bonavero Institute of Human Rights 
at the University of Oxford and part-time professor at the European University Institute. He has 
served as member of the Human Rights Committee and as Special Rapporteur on human rights 
and counter-terrorism, and currently is a member of the Scientific Committee of the EU Funda-
mental Rights Agency.  
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- Nicolas Politis Lecture 
 

 
 
Professor Hélène Ruiz Fabri 
Director Max Planck Institute Luxembourg for Procedural Law  
Lecture on the topic “International Adjudication in Times of Cri-
sis” (7.12.2022) 
 
 
 

Hélène Ruiz Fabri is Director of the Max Planck Institute Luxembourg for Procedural Law, where 
she heads the Department of International Law and Dispute Resolution. Before taking this posi-
tion, she was a Professor at the Sorbonne Law School (University Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne). 
She is an Associate Member of the Institut de droit international and has been President of the 
European Society of International Law. Professor Ruiz Fabri also has experience in legal practice. 
She is a judge at the Bank of International Settlements Tribunal and has been an arbitrator on 
ICSID and UNCITRAL tribunals since 2015. She is a listed arbitrator or expert for several EU FTAs.  
Professor Ruiz Fabri has published extensively on International Law and International Dispute 
Resolution. She is the General Editor of the web-based Max Planck Encyclopedia of International 
Procedural Law, published by Oxford University Press.  
 
 

- Forum 
 

 
 
Forum on Safety of Navigation  
ELIAMEP & The Embassy of Japan 
in Greece (23.3.2023) 

 
 
 

 
Professor Maria Gavouneli, Law School, participated as keynote speaker to the Forum on Safety 
of Navigation from the Eastern Mediterranean Sea to the Indo-Pacific, jointly organised by the 
Hellenic Foundation for European and Foreign Policy – ELIAMEP and the Embassy of Japan in 
Greece, which took place on 23 March 2023 at the Theocharakis Foundation. The Athens Public 
International Law Center – Athens PIL and the LLM in International & European Law of the Law 
School were knowledge partners to the event. This is the first such cooperation with Japan in 
what may well develop into a closer academic relationship. 
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- International Workshop 
 

 
 
 
Protection of the Environment in Armed 
Conflicts (4.5.2023) 
 
 
 
 

 
The Toxic Crimes Project (Faculty of Law, University of Helsinki), the Athens Public International 
Law Center (Athens PIL) Law School, National and Kapodistrian University of Athens and the Finn-
ish Institute at Athens (FIA) organized an international workshop to discuss the legal, historical 
and practical aspects of environmental protection during armed conflicts from ancient to con-
temporary contexts. The keynote speaker will be Ambassador Marja Lehto (former UN Interna-
tional Law Commission Special Rapporteur, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Finland). 
 
 

- Law Clinic 
 

 
 
 
 
Trade Law Clinic  
(7 & 15.6.2023) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Trade Law Clinic project offers our students a unique opportunity delve into international trade 
and investment law by preparing legal reports (informative, advisory or ad hoc) on specified 
subjects of interest to participating project partners, which include governmental and non-gov-
ernmental organizations and civil society institutions. The goal is for students to put interna-
tional economic law theory into practice, so that the research generated takes into due account 
the actual needs and concerns of business and society stakeholders. In Trade Law Clinic 2023 
presented their research conclusions and received comments by experts of the Economic and 
Social Council of Greece (OKE). This year’s research focused on the very important topic of trade 
relations between the European Union and Africa law. 
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- International Moot Court 
Competitions 
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The Athens Law School and the Department of International Law participate each year in a series 
of national and international student Moot Court or Arbitration competitions, in the fields of 
Public International Law, Human Rights, Humanitarian Law, European Law, International Crimi-
nal Law, Roman Law, Space Law, Air Law, Commercial Law, Commercial Arbitration, Interna-
tional Commercial Arbitration and United Nations simulations, in which it has obtained a signif-
icant number of awards. 

A Moot Court is a simulation of trial or arbitration, in which students compete in English, on a 
case involving complex legal issues, acting as lawyers representing the plaintiff, the defendant 
or the parties of an arbitration. They answer questions asked by the judges and challenge the 
arguments of their opponents. Some competitions also require the contestants to submit writ-
ten memoranda or legal sources relevant to their argumentation.  Law Professors and eminent 
legal practitioners are sitting as "Judges" in the competition. Competitors are graded on the ba-
sis of specific criteria and the best teams and speakers are awarded team and individual awards, 
as well as best written memoranda awards. 

Prospective students who will be admitted to the LL.M. Programme in International and Euro-
pean Law might have the opportunity to experience a moot court competition. Therefore, they 
will be presented with the opportunity to cultivate their legal skills in a competitive and multi-
cultural environment. This rare experience would see them becoming more competent within 
the global community of lawyers, familiarise themselves with the latest legal developments and 
also broadening their horizons by strengthening the cooperation between nations. 

The outstanding achievements and distinctions received by our students in several international 
competitions rank the Athens Law School - regarding the total number of awards over the last 
years - among the best in the world. Some of our prizes include: 
 
- 1st place in the European Human Rights Moot Court Competition 2015 
- 1st place in the Foreign Direct Investment International Arbitration Moot 2015 
- 3rd place in the European Law Moot Court (ELMC) 2016 
- 1st place in the Leiden Sarin International Air Law Moot Court Competition 2018 



 

 
35 https://llm-inteurl.law.uoa.gr 

LLM IN INTERNATIONAL AND EUROPEAN LAW                             ANNUAL REPORT 2022-2023 

- 2nd place in the NILOS Moot Court Competition 2019 
- 2nd place in the Manfred Lachs Space Law Moot Court Competition (European Rounds) 2021-

2022  
- 1st place in the NILOS Moot Court Competition on the Law of the Sea 2021-2022 
- 2nd place in the John H. Jackson Moot Court Competition on World Trade Organisation Law 

(European Rounds) 2021-2022  
- 1st place in the All-European International Humanitarian and Refugee Law Moot Court Com-

petition 2022-2023 
- 2nd place (advocate general) & 3rd place in the world in the European Law Moot Court 

(ELMC) 2022-2023  
- 2nd place in the Helga Pedersen Moot Court Competition 2022-2023 

 
 
 

The Athens Law School team won the 1st place 
at All-European International Humanitarian 

and Refugee Law Moot Court Competition 2022-2023 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our team participated for the first time ever in this year’s All-European International Humanitar-
ian and Refugee Law Moot Court Competition and, following a tight and exciting final round 
against the Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”, was unanimously ranked first! 
The NKUA team was composed of Despoina Papadela (undergraduate student), Polyxeni 
Dimopoulou and Spyridon Leonis (postgraduate students at the LLM in International and Euro-
pean Law) under the guidance of Dr. Stavros Evdokimos Pantazopoulos.  
Polyxeni was also granted the award of the Best Oralist of the Final Round. The team members 
demonstrated their exceptional legal, role-playing, and public speaking skills throughout the var-
ious stages of this demanding Competition which they well-deservedly won. 
The All-European International Humanitarian and Refugee Law Moot Court Competition is based 
on a Case Study which is carefully prepared by the organisers (University of Ljubljana, Faculty of 
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Law) in cooperation with the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and the United Na-
tions High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and addresses the most topical questions relat-
ing to international humanitarian and refugee law, drawing on current situations. It is designed 
to encourage students to study and understand the fundamental concepts of international hu-
manitarian and refugee law by addressing concrete legal problems and practice their legal argu-
mentation in front of experienced judges and panel members. 
The 7th edition of the prestigious All-European International Humanitarian and Refugee Law Moot 
Court Competition took place at the outstanding premises of the University of Ljubljana from the 
15th to the 18th of November 2022. It was organized by the Faculty of Law, University of Ljubljana 
(Professor Vasilka Sancin) and supported by the ICRC, the UNHCR, and the Slovenian Red Cross. 
The hospitality and the excellent organization of the Competition ensure the NKUA’s return next 
year. The NKUA team is grateful to Professor Vasilka Sancin and Dr. Maruša Veber for putting 
together such a fascinating Competition.  
The NKUA team would further like to acknowledge and warmly thank the ICRC Athens Delegation 
for its constant care and tireless efforts. Without its indispensable support, it would be impossible 
for our team to participate in the Competition.  
Our deep appreciation goes to the academic staff of the Department of International Studies, Law 
School, NKUA that encouraged our team’s participation in the first place, and to the administra-
tive staff of the Law School, NKUA that helped us immensely throughout our preparation. 

 
 
 

The Athens Law School team won the 2nd place 
at the ELSA Helga Pedersen Moot Court Competition 2022-2023 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Following upon the distinguished tradition of the Athens Law School, we are happy and proud to 
announce that Maria Emmanouil and Eirini-Theoni Bougonikolou, our team of undergraduate 
students, advanced to the Grand Final of the ELSA Helga Pedersen Moot Court Competition 2022-
2023 and ranked 2nd out of 58 teams from law schools from all Member States of the Council of 
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Europe. Maria Emmanouil also won the Best Orator award for the semi-final rounds of the com-
petition. 
The team was coached by Myrto Stavridi, Athens lawyer and former winner of the com-petition, 
with the assistance of Fay Mantzouni, undergraduate student and former participant of the com-
petition, under the academic supervision of Professor Maria Gavouneli. 
The competition was held at the facilities and with the cooperation of the Council of Europe and 
the European Court of Human Rights from 22 until 26 May 2023. 
 
 
 

The Athens Law School team won the 3rd place                                  
at the European Law Moot Court Competition 2022-2023 

 

 

The team of students of the Athens Law School achieved a very important distinction in the 
Grand Final of the European Law Moot Court Competition 2022-2023, held in Luxembourg on 
April 20-21, 2023 before the Plenary of the Court of Justice of the European Union, taking third 
place in the world, while student Adamantia Pavlopoulou, who competed as Attorney General, 
took second place in the world.  
The team of the Athens Law School consisted of undergraduate students Ariadni Kanatsa, Maria 
Kollia, Adamantia Pavlopoulou and Maria Fournogeraki, while the students Rania Sainidou and 
Myrto Katsouli also participated in the writing of the written memoranda.  
The preparation was undertaken by the students Penelope Manteli, Vassilis Christodoulou, The-
odora Sfakianaki and Ioanna Pasia, who were members of the team that participated in the com-
petition the previous year.  
The contribution of the postdoctoral researcher, Mr. I. Kourtis, was also important. The team 
was prepared under the academic supervision of Asst. Professor Rebecca – Emmanuela Papa-
dopoulou, as well as Assoc. Professor Mr. Emm. Perakis, and with the contribution of Ms. Asst. 
Professor M. Kouskouna. 
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